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American Lutheran Church 

We are    

soaring on the 
wings of         

eagles 

- HOPE - 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Work of Christmas  

When the song of the angels is stilled,  
When the star in the sky is gone,  

When the kings and princes are home,  
When the shepherds are back with their flock, 

The work of Christmas begins:  
To find the lost,  

To heal the broken,  
To feed the hungry,  

To release the prisoner,  
To rebuild the nations,  

To bring peace among others,  
To make music in the heart.  

By Howard Thurman  

https://alcwoodland.org/ 

https://alcwoodland.org/
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Rebecca Pratt & Lori Jarvey — Congregational Life 

Reflections and a Changing World 
The Season is upon us, Halloween has passed. The weather is changing; and 

Thanksgiving and Christmas are quickly coming upon us. It is definitely a time 
of reflection, when we should look back over the past months, and even years, 
to assess what traditions we wish to maintain and which changes we need to 
make for the upcoming new year along with the decades to follow.  

One of the aspects worth noting is a question of our name. Does the name 
American Lutheran Church best represent the personality of our church? This 
question has come up over the years and has been pondered about from time 
to time.  

Originally we were part of American Lutheran Church (ALC) which according 
to Wikipedia formed in 1930 and later was absorbed into The American Luther-
an Church (TALC) in 1960. This new The American Lutheran Church lasted until 
1988 when it merged with the Lutheran Church in America (LCA) and the Asso-
ciation of Evangelical Lutheran Churches (AELC) to form the Evangelical Luther-
an Church in America (ELCA).  

So back in the day we simply took the name of the organization we belonged 
to. At that time it was a description of who we were, and the faith we followed. 
In 1988 the question came up to the relevance of our name and what it would 
now represent within the new ELCA. We chose to keep the ALC name. That was 
35 years ago, so does our name still fit us? What is it saying about us, and to 
the community we live in? What message does it convey? What does our name 
represent?  What is in a name... Tradition? Values? Patriotism? Faith? Promise? 
Grace? Community?  

Is it time to put an updated face on American Lutheran Church? If we do, 
what name would best represent the church family we have become, and more 
importantly, wish to become in the near and distant future?  These are some of 
the many questions we need to face, as we approach the 2024, 80th anniversary 
of our formation. Where do you stand on our church’s name? Are you ready for 
a change? Would changing the name of our church bring us any new members? 
Probably not by itself, but ask yourself, has our current name kept people 
away? Does it keep people from thinking about this church as one they would 
want to attend? 

Take some time to mull over what if anything a name change would do for 
our congregation. What name would you choose? We will take up discussion at 
the American Lutheran Church annual meeting on December 4th, 2022. Bring 
some choices you prefer. If we came up with a better name, we could vote on it 
then and there. Otherwise we could wait another year, or two, or maybe even 
another 80 years. It’s up to us after all, and it’s just a name.   

 

 Mark Chriss—ALC Council Chair 
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Adult Forum Schedule   
Fall 2022 

 

Introduction to 
The Book of He-
brews: Hebrews 
was written for 
Jewish believers 
who were torn 
between their 
new faith and 
their old ways.  
The temptation 
was to slip back 
into familiar rou-
tines and rituals, 
settling for sec-

ond best.  The author skillfully 
makes a case against such a di-
gression.  He argues that Jesus is 
better than every form of the old 
faith.  Christianity has a better cov-
enant, a better sanctuary, and a 
better sacrifice for sins. It’s not 
that the old law was bad; it’s that 
the new law — salvation by faith in 
Christ — is better. 

Just finished in October… Lesson 1: Je-
sus Understands Us and Lesson 2: Keep 
the Faith (Hebrews 2:10-18) 

Continuing... 

Nov 6 and 13 —Lesson 3: God’s 
Rest (Hebrews 4:1-11) 

Nov 20 and 27 — Lesson 4: Jesus, 
Our High Priest (Hebrews 4:14-
5:10) 

Dec 4 and 11— Lesson 5: Perse-
verance (Hebrews 6:7-20) 

Dec 18 and 25— Lesson 6: God 
Forgives and Forgets (Hebrews 8:1
-13) 

Will continue in January and Febru-
ary with Lessons 7-12. 

Worship in Nov. and December  
November 6, 2022 - Reverend Jorge Luna 
November 13, 2022 - Pastor Jeff Irwin 
November 20, 2022 - Pastor David Mullen 

November 27, 2022 - Reverend Jorge Luna 
 

December 4, 2022 - Reverend Jorge Luna  
December 11, 2022 - Deacon Karen Idler  
December 18, 2022 - Pastor David Mullen  
December 24, 2022 - Reverend Jorge Luna 
December 25, 2022 - Reverend Jorge Luna  
 

BLUE — the color of the sky — helps convey 
that powerful message. Our Christian faith 
rests on the hope that Christ, who came in 
history assuming our flesh, will also return on 
the last day of time from that same blue sky, 
he ascended long ago.  
 

White is the appointed color for such festive 
Sundays as Christmas and its twelve days; 
Epiphany (Jan. 6, 2023) and the first Sunday 
following it, observed as the Baptism of Our 
Lord; the Last Sunday after the Epiphany, also 
known as Transfiguration Sunday; Holy Trinity 
Sunday; and twenty-one minor festivals and 
occasions listed on the church year calendar 
in Lutheran Service Book. In all, white serves 
as the best festive color for the church year.  
White is the color of purity and completeness. 
The theme for the “great fifty days” of Easter 
is supported by the use of white. This color, 
used primarily during these Sundays, assists 
in bearing the message that “though your sins 
be as scarlet, they shall be white as snow.” 
Christ's triumph from the grave on Resurrec-
tion day is the cause for our rejoicing. His pu-
rity before his Father becomes our purity. 

 
 

Green is used during the seasons of Epiphany 
and Pentecost. Epiphany lasts up to, but no 
more than, eight Sundays.  Pentecost can 
last from 22 to 28 Sundays. Epiphany's mes-
sage of Christ's revelation to the Gentiles 
along with the season's traditional emphasis 
on extending Christ's kingdom through mis-
sions, calls for the use of green - the color 
symbolic of growth.  
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Administration Update 
      As we enter the thanks and giving season with 
November and December, it is appropriate to call 
out a few members due a huge thank you.  For two 
years, Barbara Duggen and Don Prince have volun-
teered to cover the church office.  They have han-
dled our mail, phone calls, printing, emailing, and 
another 101 tasks.   If that isn’t enough, they have 
managed the Medical equipment closet as well.  To-
gether, they have played a vital role in keeping so 
many of the behind-the-scenes functions of 
“church” going.  Please join me in extending 

them a huge THANK YOU! 
      Another person worthy of extra thanksgiving is Lori Jarvey.  While part of 
her paid position is to assist in the preparation of our weekly worship services.  
Normally, the various tasks would be working with the pastor and office secre-
tary.  Lori has needed to work with a variety of Pastors each week and complete 
all of the worship materials on her own.  Like Barb and Don, there are many be-
hind-the-scene tasks needed every week.  Lori has been managing many of 
those formally shared tasks on her own.  Another huge THANK YOU! 
           I wouldn’t be doing my job if I didn’t remind everyone that our annual 
meeting will be coming up the first Sunday on December 4th.   

 

 

 

Call Committee Update 
 

          Our call committee met with Pr. Manda Truchinski from  
the Synod Office of the Bishop on October 23rd.  She also  
graced us as our, pulpit supply for worship, tackling a Gospel  
text that is a challenge (and offered a great sermon).  While,  
there are not many candidates seeking a part time call      
in very expensive California (actually none); she dis-
cussed several ideas on how to make our situation 
more inviting.  Your call committee will be meeting in 
November, and evaluating some of those ideas.  An-
other huge THANK YOU to Becky Pfeifle for filling 
each Sunday with some great pulpit supply pastors.    

Tom Stoffregen—Call Committee Chair 

Tom Stoffregen—Administration 

ABOUT 
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Stewardship - IT'S BETWEEN YOU AND GOD 
 

      Lutherans don’t need a saint or a priest between them-
selves, and God neither in prayer or confession. In our service, 
we have corporate prayer and confession. We don’t tell every-
one what our sins are. We only tell God, and he understands 
and forgives us. And corporate prayer stimulates us in private 
prayer. And of course, we are free to confess sins in private prayer and pray 

privately on other matters. Likewise, the amount you give back 
to God is also between you and God. 

     In Leviticus and Proverbs, the bible instructs us to give, but 
tithing is not for God’s benefit. He doesn’t need the money. God 

desires a relationship with us. Whether it be prayer, or confession, or giving, 
God desires a relationship with us because he loves us. He wants us to trust 
Him with our lives and that also includes our finances. Thus, tithing is really for 
our benefit. By sacrificing a portion of our income, 
we are reminded to rely on God to meet our 
needs. And it also makes us more aware, of the 
needs of others. 

     It is our fervent hope that you do have a rela-
tionship with God and that you engage in prayer 
when you make a commitment to give. What you 
commit to give, is between you and God, and 
your pledges are privileged information. The 
church uses it for planning information, but only a select few know what you 
have pledged. And they do not really know if you are tithing, because they do 
not know how much you make. The reality is that your pledge is between you 
and God.  

     Pledge cards were handed out on Oct. 23rd and 
will be collected Nov. 6th. This period is meant to 
give you time to examine your finances and be with 
God in prayer. 

     We are all sinners like the tax collector. We know 
it. And we come humbly before God seeking a rela-
tionship with him. It’s between you and God. That 
is what commitment is all about. 

Jeff Walton—ALC Vice President 
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Congregational Life  

11-6-2022—ALL SAINTS SUNDAY - Saints Named and Unnamed - On All Saints 
Day, many congregations read aloud the names of loved ones who have died in the 
last year. We acknowledge that all people, being simultaneously sinners and saints, 

lead complex lives full of both bad and good. We rest in the sure promise that at the end of 
their lives, God has welcomed our loved ones to their eternal home.  Those whom God calls 
“blessed” are often marginalized and forgotten: the hungry, poor, suffering, and rejected. 
Yet, these unlikely saints are the ones Jesus calls us to emulate. We are to live with our 
hearts fixed not on the rewards of the world, but on the treasures found in God’s unending 
presence, living each day with radical generosity and love. 

 

11-13-2022- Beware and Trust - In an instant, documents are signed six thou-
sand miles away, and suddenly you have no job. In an instant the walls rattle, the 
floors rumble, ceilings crack, and you have no home. In an instant the dam breaks, 
the fire blazes, the winds ravage, and . . . and what?    “Beware” scarcely sounds 

like gospel, but it is the exact gospel word Jesus chooses. Listen closely to Jesus’ “beware.” 
It is not beware of wars and rising nations, plagues and earthquakes, arrests and persecu-
tions. Jesus instead cautions: beware of those prophets and pundits, of their timetables of 
destruction, their signs of the end, and their oracles of despair. The world may tremble 
fiercely, you may be hated unjustly, you may know betrayal painfully, yet with the strength 
of iron in bedrock and the sound of the gospel bell ringing, Jesus encourages us: “Beware… 
do not be terrified” (Luke 21: 8-9). 

 

11-20-2022 - CHRIST THE KING  - The Cross as Hinge - We end the church year in 
an unconventional fashion: at the cross. We end at the cross because that is where we 
see most fully the great, culminating example of where God is willing to go, to show 
love for humanity. We see Christ’s enthronement as the one that nothing, not even 
death, can destroy.  Christ is king because he conquers all in self-giving grace, and in 

doing so, he proves that he cannot be conquered even by violence. We must remember, that 
God’s glory is not found in power and might but in humility and sacrifice, in one willing to 
give his life for his friends, his enemies, and the criminal hanging beside him. That is the 
kingdom of God:  For that, we praise Christ as king! 

 

11-27-2022- FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT - Time to Wake Up - Advent is a sea-
son of waking up. Even as the days grow darker, we are awoken… to the light of 
truth about our lives, the world, and, ultimately, God. But no one really likes being 

woken from sleep, real or metaphorical. No one likes being pulled from a cozy blanket to a 
crowded commute, from dreams to reality, from what’s comfortable and “always has been” 
to what’s actually happening right now.  Yet it is never God’s intent to hurt us by rousing us 
from sleep. It is not to punish us for our past mistakes, to expose our inner failings to the 
world, or to add to the already deep well of shame that so many of us carry. This season is a 
time for us to awaken to this new reality: at any moment, and at every moment, Christ lives 
among and within us, helping us rub the sleep out of our eyes, and revealing a different way. 
Welcome to Advent. 

 

12-4-2022- SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT  - An Impossible Vision? - Today’s 
image from the Old Testament reading of a world at peace—may feel as comforting 
as it does unbelievable (Isaiah 11:1-10).  In the new creation, our identity is no 

longer defined by our lineage or status, as those who came to be baptized by John imagined, 
or by being enemies, prey, or predator. Instead, in Christ’s baptismal waters we are given a 
new life as beloved kin. With God all things are possible! 

(Continued on page 7) 

From sundaysandseasons.com 
submitted by Rebecca Pratt 
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(Continued from page 6) 
12-11-2022- THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT  Managing Expectations - Last week 
John the Baptist was full of religious fervor, certain in his convictions, and bold in his 
proclamation about the role of the coming Messiah: “Even now the ax is lying at the 

root of the trees…”  (Matthew 3:10).  Jesus arrived, but he did not come bearing the ax or 
winnowing fork that John had predicted. John asks on behalf of people, “Are you the one who 
is to come, or are we to wait for another?” (Matt. 11:3). John’s hope is not in vain. This Mes-
siah is one who shows greatness and strength are found in gentleness and service. For us 
wilderness wanderers, it is water in the desert. The very presence of God in our midst. 
Thanks be to God! 

 

12-18-2022- FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT Messenger in the Night - What did 
you dream about last night? Is there really any meaning in these vivid storylines that 
our brains assemble while we sleep? Almost no one makes important life deci-

sions based solely on their dreams, right?  The stakes couldn’t have been higher for Joseph 
and his dream, in which an angel tells him about Mary’s unexpected pregnancy by the Holy 
Spirit. The dream-angel, in quoting the prophet Isaiah, helps Joseph connect his present re-
ality with God’s past faithfulness and promises. The angel reminds him that even in this terri-
fying situation, God is with him. We need such assurances as well when it feels like our world 
is falling apart: messengers to remind us who we really are and to whom we belong. Today 
we celebrate that Joseph trusted that message and Mary before him. In them we see that 
God is faithful, and fear is cast out by the birth of this child. 

 

12-24-2022- CHRISTMAS EVE   Telling the New, Old Story - The author of Luke is a 
self-proclaimed historian. “In those days” (Luke 2:1), as our gospel begins, a child was 
born who would be called “Wonderful Counselor” and “Prince of Peace” (Isaiah 9:6). 
Word of this holy birth immediately spread to the next willing hearers who could receive 
the good news: shepherds in that region, tending their flocks. And the story did not stop 

there! By the leading of a star, the news of that holy night would spread, would draw in oth-
ers to venture out as messengers, witnesses, and storytellers.  And so, to every generation, 
Luke offers his story—not as a history lesson but as a timeless tale of wonder, grace, and 
hope.  It is a story we love to tell. And it is a story our world needs. Because it reminds us, 
each time we hear it, that God is establishing endless peace, justice, and righteousness, 
“from this time onward and forevermore” (Isa. 9:7). 

 

12-25-2022- CHRISTMAS DAY II  The Way God Speaks - It all begins with a 
word. When all creation was yet a formless void, God coaxed order and beauty into 
being with just the sound of a word. By a word, the world was created, and 

by the Word, the world is reconciled and restored. God tells the world that it is created for 
good, that all things are made from and for love, and that “grace upon grace” (John 1:16) 
continues to abound and overflow from the trusted voice and hand of our creator. Are we lis-
tening?  Listen. Listen to the witnesses. Listen to the powerless and overlooked. Listen to the 
voices speaking words of liberation and love, despite desperate circumstances. These are the 
words of the Word creating a new world, the words of eternal life for all the children of God. 

 

1-1-2023- FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS  Necessary Truths - This tragic account 
in Matthew’s gospel today comes as a bleak and jarring interruption in this season of 
joy. It is a hard text to hear and a hard text to preach. And yet this text speaks truths 
that we would do well to hear, in this and all seasons.  Howard Thurman, in his poem 

“The Work of Christmas,” reminds his listeners that when the bustle of holiday celebrations is 
through, the needs of the world remain. The true work of the season is hearing the call of the 
vulnerable and powerless infant Christ, and going forth to attend to the needs of our neigh-
bors and to work toward a world of peace and provision that is truly good news for all people. 

From sundaysandseasons.com 
submitted by Rebecca Pratt 
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The Meditation Garden 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Do you pray ACTS?  

 Before you ask God for anything:  

A. Adoration - Start with praise and adoration of God.  

C. Confession - Confess where you have strayed from the light.  

T. Thanksgiving - Offer thanks for the blessings you have received. 

S. Supplication - Last, make known your requests and pleas.  

submitted by Rebecca Pfeifle 
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submitted by Rebecca Pfeifle 

Community Life  

A new Meditation Garden Walk was revealed at American Lutheran Church,  on Sun-
day, October 16, 2022. All members of the Community were invited to attend. At ap-
proximately 11:30 a.m. the Dedication took place with prayer and acknowledgement of 
all who helped, in making this garden a reality. Lunch was served following the dedica-
tion. 
The making of this garden was a true community 
effort. Those who helped included:  4-Z Welding of 
Woodland, who made and donated the beautiful 
cross in the garden;  Boy Scout Matthew Stanley, 
who made the flowerboxes as part of his Eagle 
badge; Julie, Kevin and Lizzie Phelps helped make 
the banner and signs; Verdis Upton created two 
benches out of the one that Carl Flemmer made; 

Steve Chriss 
helped 
make the area flat, with his expertise with a 
scraper to remove excess dirt; Nick Upton and 
Ash from Boot to Bonnet, along with Sam Hay-
Kapp, to spread the sand and decomposed gran-
ite. These being just a few of the community 
helping to making this happen.  Members in-
volved to help make this a reality were:  Patty 

VanBronkhorst designed and painted the 
mural to help make The Meditation Gar-
den an area of peace and quiet;  Richard 
& Lori Jarvey; Carl & Patty Foreman; 
Jeff Walton; Tom Stoffregen; and dona-
tions of plants from Ida Probst and Bel-
la’s family.   Russell and Becky Pfeifle 
led the way and are extremely grateful to 
all who participated in prayer, support 
and hard work. The Meditation Garden 
Walk is open to all from dawn to dusk every day of the year for those who wish to medi-
tate, or pray or have a communication with God or just a respite from our busy world. 
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Woodland Medical Closet 
Continues to be available by 

appointment … call ….       
(530) 662-6338 ... 

Pet Pantry 
The coordinator and our member, Polly 

Nelson, along with her team, supplies 

food for over 150 pets each month.  

They distribute…. on the first Satur-

day of the month from 8-9:30 am.  

Call the office at (530) 662-6338 to 

drop off donations,  

or, bring donations  

on first Saturday of  

the month at 7:30  

am to drop off in  

parking lot. 

Rwanda Church 

HELP support our sister par-

ish in Africa. $15 a week is 

needed.   Please help by 

signing up to donate one-

time weekly, or monthly.  

Generally available equipment: 

·       Wheelchairs 

·       Transport Chairs 

·       Aluminum Walkers 

·       Seated Walkers 

·       Shower Transfer Benches 

·       Shower Chairs 

·       Commodes 

·       Knee Scooters 

·       Canes & Crutches 

 

Prior Script Newsletters can be 

found at the following link: 

https://alcwoodland.org/

newsletters/ 

 

 
 

Prayer Chain warriors 
There is an active prayer chain 
that is connected via cell phone 
numbers.   

Do you want to be on the prayer chain, 
and you have a cell phone number?  

Please contact: Lori Jarvey…    at…   

(530) 383-4679 
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Call the church office 662-6338 with your prayer request.  

Please pray for: 

Our Shut-Ins:  Diana Ward, Vivian Prince, Art 
Baker, Dr. Mervin Nelson, Gerda Harwardt, Julie 
Wahl;  

Call Committee and Staff 

In the Military: All who serve 

Our Companion Synods in El Salvador, Rwanda 
and Taiwan 

Our Partnered Parishes: 

Iglesias De Dios, Pastor Maria Louisa Huerta & 
Gustavo, Veronica 

El Rio De Dios, Pastor Daniel Castro 

Our Sister Parish in Nyagatare, Rwanda and 
Pastor David 

Interim Bishop - Rev. Claire S. Burkat and the 
Whole Sierra Pacific Synod  

All People affected by: Hunger, poverty,  
illness, shootings, loneliness, tornadoes, drought, 
flooding, all the wildfires, fires and other 
disasters; Our firefighters who have worked 
sacrificially and unceasingly. 

Health, Healing and Comfort:  Vivian Prince 
(Don’s mother);  Peggy (Julie Dachtler’s sister);  
Jennifer Sperling-2nd heel surgery (Rebecca 
Pratt’s sister); Amber Haynie’s mother; Pat 
Wheeler;  Rachel Fratalone; Don Prince; Rich 
Roccaforte; Susan Ross-brain tumor;  Chuck 
Moreland; Lori Jarvey. 

Those who are ill/injured: please pray for 
each person you know who has been recently 
injured, or is ill.   

In passing:  Please pray for the families of the 
ones you know, who have passed on. 

 

11/05 Tim & Julie Dachtler 

11/17 Tom & Brenda Moreland 

12/28 
 

Johnathan Delpanaque 
& Kelli Stoffregen 

11/02 Jim Heath 

11/06 Melissa Jarvey 

11/08 Donna Martin 

11/08 Jessica Upton 

11/15 David Wright 

11/21 Wyatt Moreland 

11/25 Brenda Moreland 

12/02 Patty Foreman 

12/13 Art Baker 

12/15 Stephen Fratallone 

12/18 Katharine Campos 

12/22 Patti Heath 

12/23 Gabriel Campos 

12/23 Nicholas Campos 

12/30 Nick Upton 
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November/December 2022 

CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocates) 

724 Main St., Suite 101 

Woodland, CA 95695     Tax ID 68-0362495 

The heart of our program is the Court Appoint-
ed Special Advocate (CASA), a specially trained 
and supervised community volunteer, appoint-
ed by the judge. 

 

 

 

 
 

Come Wednesday evenings from 4:00 to 8:00 pm in the Parish House for quilting, 
sewing and some  needlework.  The first and third Wednesdays of the month.   

 

 

 
 

We have one extra machine and tons of fabric, or you can bring your own.  Our 
first project is prayer shawls for the medical closet.                           

 

 

“To be holy is to be home, to be able to rest in 
the house of belonging that we call the soul.” 

John O’Donohue  

 
 

 

 

 

Saturday morning...from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. in the Parish House.  Make cards for 
friends, family, for our precious church family members and others.              

There is a printer that you can scan your drawings into and then embed on a 

card.  SHARE YOUR JOY!  There are is a CriCut available to cut out the 

shapes you need.   

November 2nd December 7th 

November 16th December 21st 

Becky Pfiefle and Patty Foreman 

Becky Pfiefle, Community Life 

November 5th December 3rd 

Rebecca Pratt 
ALL materials are provided.    
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Christmas at Last Moving Forward 

 

Chrysalises were bursting with beauties emerging, 

The horizon coalesced into swishing orange/black wings. 

A predestined route that they did not know, 

Their journey began, so forward they flowed. 

From cocoon to sweet freedom, the transformed soul springs- 

  

Amidst the blanket of colorful bodies there sat, an unusual misfit, 

A quirk of nature unlike the rest, Mortin seemed not, to mind a bit; 

Wings not fully developed, though he could hop from leaf to leaf, 

Mortin emitted nature’s innate beauty yet lacking in wings physique. 

A symbol of inspiration, challenges teach us don’t quit, but sing- 

  

Surrounded by nature enamored by the elegance in sight, 

Everywhere he looked, something captured his delight. 

Siblings lingered for him, yet the urge to go south was too strong, 

Pressed to migrate, the generations flew away, without a “So long!” 

God’s creation around, energy filled and a sure thing- 

  

Devastated was he, suddenly left behind by all of his family, 

No tears are spared, when no one’s present to comfort or care. 

Aching heart searches for moments of sweet internal respite, 

Though nature’s essence may soon soothe, and gently caress it. 

Awareness develops and yet to familiarity we all cling- 

  

Mortin was astonished to see everyone disappear into the sky! 

Wings of no flight, now alone, he promptly sat down on a leaf to cry. 

Soon froghoppers and more appeared, shouting, “What’s wrong?” 

Before Mortin finished his woes, they shot upwards and were gone. 

Life’s stumbling blocks create inner strength from daily stings- 

  

From the forest’s floor, a vole timidly asked, “So why the grief?” 

Mortin sobs that he couldn’t fly south to the family’s Oyamel tree!” 

A mouse and a woodlouse said Mortin may stay with them for free, 

Especially if he could hibernate and please, hold on to his pee! 

Reaching out generates hope when ones ass lands in a sling- 

  

The commotion rippled the news faraway on the evening breeze, 

“Have faith” drifted like a whisper from nearby trees frothy leaves 

Soon a consortium of forest inhabitants gathered to Mortin’s plight, 

Suggestions flew around while others studied bent wings of no flight. 

Entry of concepts might be helpful, but may also be limiting- 

The swirling energy alerted nearby hoppers of the affair, 

Who agilely lifted Mortin up and sprung him through the air, 

The chatty spittle nymphs had agreed to give him an assist, 

So the froghoppers brought Mortin, for a washing of cuckoo spit. 

When in a jam, sometimes it’s best to set back on your wing- 

  

Nimble legs spread foam spittle on both folded flappers, 

The xylem sap softened wing scales and nerves like wrappers. 

Paws and claws carefully pulled chitins, straightening them out, 

Mortin quivered wings to dry, when from afar came many a shout. 

The application of healing steps is love uncoiling- 

  

Blurry spittle vision espied an impending colorized fanfare, 

A plethora of newly hatched kindred soon filled the air. 

Dancing dark shadows floated above Mortin yelling “Come On!” 

He leaped up to join his brethren, thrilled to respond! 

Dance of loving spirits harmonizes the souls; sweet joining- 

  

The southern miles passed quickly on their migratory flight, 

Nature’s internal compass guided them on, to their winter’s site. 

Stopping along the way to rest where generations have stayed, 

An arduous journey that multiple ancestors of Mortin, have made. 

Launching the renewed souls in a merry highland fling- 

  

The Sierra Madre del Sur, A.religiosa forest was their final goal, 

Up high in the mountains, way down in southern Mexico. 

The sacred Oyamel trees, with each branch tip cross-bearing; 

Gather in millions of spirits, providing shelter with arms spreading. 

Miraculous creations, Nature’s glory in all of its blessings - 

 

Monarchs encircle Mortin’s group with sounds of whispering rain, 

Wafting with the spirit of familial connections, elegance sustained. 

Onset of their winters’ rest occurs during the spirit of Christmas time, 

Time to remember cherished ones, a love that is genuine. 

The gathering Monarchs reflective of passed souls returning- 

 

Mortin snuggled amongst the colorful appendages on the trees, 

Safe at last, all protected by branches with crosses of many. 

Their goal is to survive the winter, now at their journey’s end, 

To produce young’uns in the spring, to start the cycle all over again. 

While at last for Christmas, all souls rejoice in the King-  



14 

The Script                                                                 November / December 2022  

 

President    
Mark Chriss 

markchriss@ymail.com 

Vice President 
Jeff Walton 

waltonjh@gmail.com   

Secretary 
Richard Jarvey 

jarv4us@pacbell.net 

Treasurer  
Barbara Duggen 

gheri2@aol.com 

Congregational Life  
Lori Jarvey 

jarv4us@pacbell.net 

Congregational Life   
Rebecca Pratt 

rpratt59@gmail.com 

Community Life    
Rebecca Pfeifle 

pfebec@gmail.com 

Community Life   
 

Property Chair 
Chuck Moreland 

cfmoreland99@gmail.com  

Administration 
Tom Stoffregen 

Thomas.Stoffregen@sutterhealth.org 

Naomi Circle      

Women’s Bible Women’s Bible Study  Study  *** *** All women are invited  *** on the 3rd Thursday 
of the month at 1:00 pm, in the Parish House 

    November 17th   /   December 15th 

The bible study will be on:  Jesus and Nature: Creatures & Advent Devotional  

which can be found in the Gather Magazine. 

January starts a new study: The Ten Commandments    

Here is a link to find this magazine: https://www.womenoftheelca.org/
publications 

“You are a Leader, too”        

Call Patricia Clark 
662-7237 with any 

questions. 

mailto:markchriss@ymail.com
mailto:jarv4us@pacbell.net
mailto:gheri2@aol.com
mailto:jarv4us@pacbell.net
mailto:rpratt59@gmail.com
mailto:pfebec@fmail.com
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Baby and Family:  
 Everyone is wel-

come!   
Bring your friends!   

Bring the whole 
family! 

Dates to be an-
nounced. 

Youth MinistryYouth MinistryYouth Ministry:  :  :     
Events will need to be 
planned.  Please talk to 
someone on the Church 
Council,  if you are 
interested in working on 
this important ministry. 

Men’s Group Saturdays’  

7:30-9:00 a.m.  every Saturday     

Leader:  Tom Stoffregen—(530) 383-0845 or  (530) 668-6106;                

Location: Country Waffle        

Men in Mission activities:   The Men in Mission group is formed 

for fellowship events and is focused primarily on, and for, men.  

Service events are planned to assist individuals, groups, the 

community, and church projects.  Spiritual 

growth – what does being a man and following 

Christ really mean for my daily life?  Continuing 

the study of the book: “One Christ One Gospel”. 

Bring your friends!!!   

Property Update as of 10-27-22 
A. Men's Restroom Plumbing Repairs - Removed and cleaned both urinals flush 
valves and one is still malfunctioning: status: continue working on repairs. 

B. Replaced the broken garbage disposal in the parish house kitchen. 

C. Replace tank fill and flapper devices in the women’s restroom in the gather-
ing hall. 

D. Made contact with the Waste Management and they will be replacing the two 
cubic yard bin with two ninety six gallon totes on the next service date in No-
vember. The next step is to relocate the totes to the area in front of the parish 
house for weekly servicing. 

E. Kitchen Hood Replacement Project:  status - ongoing 

F. Water Service Backflow Device Project:  status - ongoing 

G. Parking lot light fixture lamp replacement - Working with vendors to retrofit 
with LED lamps: status - ongoing 
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2022 Church Year Calendar (Year C) Nov. 28, 2021—Nov. 26, 2022  

Fishing Ministry  ALC has received a grant from Lutheran Development 

Services Sacramento (LDSS) for a Fishing Ministry. We will be bringing kids in to 
teach them how to fish and teach them about Jesus. We will be "fishers of men” by 

fishing for fish! Boy Scouts will have the opportunity to earn the Fishing Merit Badge 
and Girl Scouts can get their Gone Fishing Fun Patch. This ministry will be led by 

Vince Lipan. Anyone who would like to help is welcome, but it will require a back-
ground check (with finger printing) via Live Scan. Please Pray for this Ministry!                                                            

Respectfully submitted,  Jeff Walton  

SUNDAYS AND  PRINCIPAL 

FESTIVALS  

FIRST  
READING  

PSALM    SECOND 

READING 

GOSPEL HYMN OF THE 

DAY  

Nov 27 ’22  1 Advent    Isa 2:1-5   Psalm 122  Rom 13:11-

14  

Matt 24:36-

44 

Wake, awake 

for night is fly-

ing 436  

Dec 4  2 Advent  Isa 11:1-10  Psalm 72:1-

7, 18-19  

Rom 15:4-

13  

Matt 3:1-12  Prepare the roy-

al highway 264  

Dec 11  3 Advent  Isa 35:1-10  Ps 146:5-10 

or Luke 

1:46b-55  

James 5:7-

10  

Matt 11:2-

11  

All earth is 

hopeful 266  

Dec 18  4 Advent  Isa 7:10-16  Psalm 80:1-

7, 17-19  

Rom 1:1-7  Matt 1:18-

25  

O come, O 

come,          

Emmanuel 257  

Dec 24  Christmas 

Eve  

Isa 9:2-7  Psalm 96  Titus 2:11-

14  

Luke 2:1-14 

[15-20]  

On Christmas 

night 274  

Dec 25  Christmas 

Day II  

Isa 62:6-12  Psalm 97  Titus 3:4-7  Luke 2:[1-

7] 8-20  

’Twas in the 

moon of winter-

time 284  

 Christmas 

Day III  

Isa 52:7-10  Psalm 98  Heb 1:1-4 

[5-12]  

John 1:1-14  Of the Father’s 

love begotten 

295  

 
  

SUNDAYS AND  PRINCIPAL 

FESTIVALS  

FIRST  
READING  

PSALM    SECOND 

READING 

GOSPEL HYMN OF THE 

DAY  

Nov 6 ’22  All Saints Daniel 7:1-
3, 15-18 

Psalm 149 Ephesians 
1:11-23 

Luke 6:20-
31 

Blest are they 

ELW 728  

Nov 13 ’22   Malachi 4:1-
2a 

Psalm 98 2 Thessalo-
nians 3:6-

13 

Luke 21:5-
19 

 

Nov 20 ’22  Christ the Jeremiah Psalm 46 Colossians 
1:11-20 

Luke 23:33-
43 

 

2023 Church Year Calendar (Year A) Nov. 27, 2022—Nov. 26, 2023 
 

  

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2022-11-6/2373
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2022-11-6/2373
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2022-11-6/2373
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2022-11-6/2373
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2022-11-6/2373
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2022-11-6/2373
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2022-11-6/2373
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2022-11-13/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2022-11-13/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2022-11-13/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2022-11-13/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2022-11-13/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2022-11-13/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2022-11-13/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2022-11-13/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2022-11-20/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2022-11-20/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2022-11-20/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2022-11-20/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2022-11-20/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2022-11-20/0
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Third Sunday Luncheons 
December 18th 

***Needs a Host!!! 

Contact Lori if you 
are called to be 

the host. 

November 20th  
Is a full thanksgiving lunch. It 
will be a potluck with everyone bring-
ing a dish.  A sign up sheet is in the 
Social Hall. Bring a friend to church 
and enjoy the turkeys cooked by Tom 
Moreland and Jeff Walton!!!  

       

Monthly 
Assign-
ments 

 

Communion 
Assistant, (only 
with an ordained 
minister) 

  

Communion 
Set Up, (only 
with an ordained 
minister) 

  

Lessons & 
Prayer 
Reader 

  
Usher 

 

Greeter &  
Sign in 

Host 

 

PowerPoint 
& 

Sound 

First 

Sunday 

  
Carl          

Flemmer 

  
Patti 

Foreman 

  
Kathleen 
Walton 

  
Jeff 

Walton 

  
Pat 

Stoffregen 

  
Russell  
Pfeifle 

Second 

Sunday 

  
Julie 

Dachtler 

  
Rebecca 

Pfeifle 

  
Julie 

Dachtler 

  

Lawrence 
Dachtler 

  
Lawrence 
Dachtler 

  
Russell  
Pfeifle 

Third 

Sunday 

  

Darla 
Montgomery 

 
 

Darla 
Montgomery 

  

Rebecca 
Pratt 

  

Mark 
Chriss 

  

Mark 
Chriss 

  

Russell  
Pfeifle 

Fourth 

Sunday 

  
 
 

Open 

 
 
 

Open 

  
 
 

Open 

 

  

Duggen/ 
Prince 

  
Barb 

Duggen 

  
Russell  
Pfeifle 

Fifth 

Sunday 

  

Darla 
Montgomery 

 
 

Darla 
Montgomery 

  

Richard     
Jarvey 

  
 
 

Open 

 
 
 

Open 

  
Russell  
Pfeifle 

    Substitute: 
Kathleen Walton 

Substitute: 
Kathleen W. 
Julie D. 
Lori J. 
Rebecca P. 
Richard J. 

    Substitute: 
Mark C. 
Chuck M. 
Kristen C. 
Jeff W. 
Tom S. 
Richard J. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
  1 2 

4-8 pm             

Sewing / 

Quilting 

Group -   

Patty & Becky 
(PH) 

 

 

 

3 

 

4 
 

6-9 pm IDD 

Services  

5 
7:30 to 9:00 a.m. 

Men’s  Bible Study 

@ Country Waffles 

8:00 to 9:30 a.m. 

Pet Food Pantry 

(ALC parking lot) 

 

9:00 am-12:00 pm  

Card Ministry (PH) 

6 

 

 

 

9 am Adult Forum 
(FH) 

10:30 am Worship (S) 

1-4 pm IDD Services  

4-7:30 pm RDD (S & F)  

7 8 
 

6-9 pm             

Archery - Jim 

Heath (church 

basement) 

 
 

9 
 

 

 

10 

 

 

11 
 

6 -9:00  pm 

IDD Services  

12 
7:30 to 9:00 am 

Men’s Bible Study @ 

Country Waffles 
 

 

13 
9 am Adult Forum 
(FH) 

10:30 am Worship (S) 

After service —

Executive Council 

meeting (FH) 

1-4 pm IDD Services  

4-7:30 pm RDD (S & F)  

14 

 

7-9:00 pm 
ALC Council 

meeting (FH)  

(in-person) 

 

 

15 
 

6-9 pm                  

Archery - Jim 

Heath (church 

basement) 

16 
 

4-8 pm             

Sewing / 

Quilting 

Group -   

Patty & Becky 
(PH) 

17 
  

1:00-3:00 pm     

Naomi Circle 

(PH) 

 

 
 

18 
 

6 -9:00  pm 

IDD Services  

19 
 

7:30 to 9:00 a.m. 

Men’s Bible Study   

@ Country Waffles 

 

 

20 

9 am Adult Forum 
(FH) 

10:30 am Worship (S) 

11:30 am  Third Sun-

day Luncheon (FH)  

1-4 pm IDD Services  

4-7:30 pm RDD (S & F)  

21 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

22 
 

6-9 pm                  

Archery - Jim 

Heath (church 

basement) 
 
 

 

23 

 

24 
 

 
 

 

 

 

25 
 

6 -9:00  pm 

IDD Services  

26 
 

7:30 to 9:00 a.m. 

Men’s Bible Study @ 

Country Waffles 
 

 

6-9 pm  

AA Birthday Event 

(FH) 

27 
9 am Adult Forum 
(FH) 

10:30 am Worship (S) 

1-4 pm IDD Services  

4-7:30 pm RDD (S & F)  

28 
 
 

 

 

 

29 
 
 

6-9 pm               

Archery - Jim 

Heath (church 

basement) 
 
 

30   
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   

 

 
 

 

1 2 
 

6:00 pm IDD 

Services  

 

 
 

 

 

 

3 
7:30 to 9:00 a.m. 

Men’s  Bible Study 
@ Country Waffles 
 

8:00 to 9:30 a.m. 

Pet Food Pantry 

(ALC parking lot) 
 

9:00 am-12:00 pm  

Card Ministry (PH) 

4 
 

9 am Adult Forum 
(FH) 

10:30 am Worship (S) 

11:30 ALC Annual Con-
gregation & Council 
meeting  (FH) 
 

1:00 pm IDD Services  
 

4:00 pm RDD (S & F)  

5 
 
 

 

6 
 

6-9 pm       

Archery - Jim 

Heath (church 

basement) 

7 
 

4-8 pm             

Sewing / 

Quilting 

Group -  Patty 

& Becky (PH) 

8 
 
 

9 
 

6:00 pm IDD 

Services  

10 
 

7:30 to 9:00 a.m. 

Men’s Bible Study 

@ Country Waf-

fles  
 

 

11 
9 am Adult Forum 
(FH) 

10:30 am Worship (S) 
 

1:00 pm IDD Services  

4:00 pm RDD (S & F)  

12 
 

13 
 

 

6-9 pm       

Archery - Jim 

Heath (church 

basement) 

14 
 

 
 

15 
 

1:00 pm       

Naomi Cir-

cle (PH) 

16 
 

6:00 pm IDD 

Services  

17 
7:30 to 9:00 a.m. 

Men’s Bible Study 

@ Country Waffle  

 

18 
9 am Adult Forum 
(FH) 

10:30 am Worship (S) 
 

11:30 am  Third Sun-

day Luncheon (FH)  
 

1:00 pm IDD Services  
 

4:00 pm RDD (S & F)  

19 
 

 

20 
 

 

6-9 pm       

Archery - Jim 

Heath (church 

basement) 
 

Newsletter   

Articles due 
 

21 
4-8 pm             

Sewing / 

Quilting 

Group -  Patty 

& Becky (PH) 

 
 

 

22 
 
 

23 
 

6:00 pm IDD 

Services  

24 
 

7:30 to 9:00 a.m. 

Men’s Bible Study 

@ Country Waf-

fles  

 

25 
9 am Adult Forum -FH 

10:30 am Worship (S) 
 

1:00 pm IDD Services  
 

4:00 pm RDD (S & F)  

26 
 
 

27 
 

6-9 pm       

Archery - Jim 

Heath (church 

basement) 

28 
 

29 30 
 

6:00 pm IDD 

Services  

31 
7:30 to 9:00 a.m. 

Men’s Bible Study @ 

Country Waffles  
 

6-9 pm  

AA Birthday Event 

(FH) 



American Lutheran Church 
1114 College Street, Woodland CA 95695  
 530-662-6338 

 Our Mission Statement 

 

  American Lutheran Church is   

  called to… 

    …share God’s love, 

    …reflect Christ’s compassion, 

      and 

    …serve our community. 

American Lutheran Church 

Your church  

— Soaring on 

eagles wings 

with HOPE     

Isaiah 40:31 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday Worship   10:30 am    
Adult Forum           9:00 am    
 
Office Staff Hours:  
By appointment 
Telephone: 530-662-6338 

Our Script printing costs are $10. per 

person per year.  Our mailing costs are 

$3.60 per person per year.  If you would 

like to help with a donation, it would be 

very much appreciated.   


