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Rebecca Pratt & Lori Jarvey ð Congregational Life 

Sundays         and Seasons 
July 3: God is the source of our nourishment. Jesusô invitation to ñtake and 
eat . . . take and drinkò is a repeated one. In holy communion, in the word read 
and proclaimed, in the assembly of the people of God, the dominion of God has 
come near. Rejoice! Your name is written in heaven.  

July 10: To love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, strength, and mind 
is to reflect Godôs mercy in responding to oneôs neighbor. That mercy found its 
most profound expression in the ñgospel that has come to youòðnamely the 
life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. That gospel mercy comes to us 
again today: at the font, at the table, and from the pulpit. It is very near to 
you.  

July 17: Perhaps the church, at its best, is ñall ears.ò God urges the faithful, 
again and again, to ñlisten up!òðto heed the word that gives life. So it was with 
Abraham and Sarah, Mary and Martha, and the early church at Colossae. So it 
is today as we join the assembly to hear the word of God, the word of life.  

July 24: Persistence in prayer is encouraged by Jesus and wins the attention of 
God when Abraham intercedes for Sodom. The life of the baptizedðto be rooted 
and built up in Christ Jesusðis to be nurtured with prayer. God hears and an-
swers prayer and so strengthens Godôs own. ñWhen I called, you answered me; 
you increased my strength within me.ò  

July 31: Todayôs texts offer instruction and encouragement for all who are oc-
casionally overwhelmed by the ñunhappy businessò of life. Jesus urges us to 
take care and be on guard against all kinds of greed. We who have died with 
Christ in holy baptism have also been raised with him and are encouraged to el-
evate our thinking, seeking the ñthings that are above.ò To that end we seek the 
sustenance of the Lordôs supper and the encouragement of Godôs word. 

August 7: Jesus says, ñIt is your Fatherôs good pleasure to give you the king-
dom.ò It is Godôs promise from the beginningðto Abraham, to the early church, 
and to the ñlittle flockò of which we are a part in todayôs assembly. Faith, Godôs 
baptismal gift, trusts the promises of God. Have no fear.  

August 14: The word of God is a refining fire. Jesus is the great divide in hu-
man history. He invites our undivided attention and devotion. Today in worship 
we are surrounded by a great ñcloud of witnesses.ò In the word and in holy 
communion we are invited yet again to look to Jesus, ñthe pioneer and perfecter 
of our faith.ò  

August 21: Remember the Sabbath day. Call the Sabbath a delight. This is the 
Lordôs day, and the Lord will do for us what the Lord does: feed us, forgive us, 
help and heal us. Rejoice at all the wonderful things God is doing. 

August 28: Invited and invitingðthat is the nature of the church. By Godôs 
grace in holy baptism we have a place at Christôs banquet table. When, by the 
power of that same Spirit, humility and mutual love continue among us, the 
church can be more inviting still.  

Lori Jarvey ð Congregational Life 
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Adult Forum Schedule   
Spring 2022 

 

July 3rd ð will be a time to worship 
the Lord 
 

For the new book 
"Irresistible: 
Reclaiming the 
New that Jesus 
Unleashed 
for the World", 
please read the 
material in each 
Session before 
class. You will get 
more out of the 
class by doing so. 
After each Session there are 
ñBetween Sessionò questions. They 
are optional. We will be taking 2 
weeks to cover each Session. The 
below outline is from the study 
guide. The schedule is subject to 
change.   
July 10 and 17  - Session 1 ï Intro 
to Section 1 (Simply Resistible) and 
Chapters 1-5  

July 24 and 31  - Session 2 ï Intro 
to Section 2 (All Things New)  and 
Chapters 6 and 7  

Aug. 7 & 14  - Session 3 ï Section 
2 (All Things New)  Chapters 8 ï 13,  

Aug. 21 and 28  - Session 4 ï 2 ï 
Intro to Section 3 (A New Eth-
ic)  and Chapter 14,  

Sept. 4 and 11  - Session 5 ï Sec-
tion 3 (A New Ethic)  and Chapters 
15 ð 20,  

Sept. 18 and 25  - Session 6 ï In-
tro to Section 4 (A New Ap-
proach)  and Chapters 21 ï 24,  

Worship in July and August  

Year C focuses on the Gospel of Luke. Old Testa-
ment readings are of prophetic proclamation cho-
sen in chronological order and highlighting Jeremi-
ah.  New Testament, readings are chosen mainly 
from Galatians, Colossians, 1 and 2 Timothy and 2 
Thessalonians. 

July 3rd ð Reverend Jason Niemi  ð Let 
the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, and 
let the word of Christ dwell in you richly. 
Alleluia. (Col. 3:15, 16)  

July 10th ð  David Wright  ð You shall 
love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
and your neighbor as yourself. Alleluia. 
(Luke 10:27)  

July 17th ð Reverend David Mullen  ð 
Blessed are those who hold the word fast 
in an honest and good heart, and bear fruit 
with patient endurance. Alleluia. (Luke 
8:15)  

July 24th ð  Reverend Bill Sy   ð Ask, 
and it will be given you; search, and you 
will find; knock, and the door will be 
opened to you. Alleluia. (Luke 11:9)   

July 31st ð Reverend Bill Sy  ð Blessed 
are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the king-
dom of heaven. Alleluia. (Matt. 5:3)  

August 7th ð   ?   ð Keep awake and be 
ready, for you do not know on what day 
your Lord is coming. Alleluia. (Matt. 24:42, 
44)  

August 14th ð   ?   ð My sheep hear my 
voice. I know them, and they follow me. 
Alleluia. (John 10:27)  

August 21st ð   ?   ð The crowd was re-
joicing at the wonderful things that Jesus 
was doing. Alleluia. (Luke 13:17)  

August 28th ð   ?   ð Take my yoke upon 
you, and learn from me; for I am gentle 
and humble in heart. Alleluia. (Matt. 
11:29)  

https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Congregations-and-Synods/Worship/Lectionary/YearC
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Day By Day... 
The world seems to be a crazy place, these days. Sometimes it is not easy to see that 
there is good in the world. When there is a tragedy, politicians and TV talking heads 
offer up, ñThoughts and prayersò as a solution. When prices are going up and seem 
out of control, they point fingers and bicker back and forth as to who is to blame. 
Their short answer is, ñIt wasnôt them to blameò. So, what do we do? We keep looking 
to the heavens praying for a better way, wisdom for our leaders, our military, our po-
lice department, our teachers, our pastors and other leaders of our church. Does any-
body have the answer? Probably not, at least not one that everyone is going to ac-
cept. Therefore, in these crazy times it will again fall to us to be there for one anoth-
er.  We may not agree with each otherôs political leanings, music choices, clothing 
choices, or even views on the color of the church when it comes time to paint. But we 
love one another and we trust that each would never knowingly do anything to harm 
another person. We may be called to help deliver food, medicine, or maybe just a 
hug, to someone else. To help them get through a tough time for we know they would 
do the same for us. But even if they wouldnôt, Jesus calls on us to pick up our mat 
and help those around us, and share Godôs love with everyone. If we fail, we need to 
try again. And again. And again. That is the challenge of being a follower of Jesus, the 
work is ongoing. Although it may be difficult sometimes to see it, we can make the 
world a better place just by helping someone else to make their day a little better, as 
the song goes, ñDay by Day, by, Day by Day, by Dayéò.                                
 

 
 

 

First Sunday after Pentecost 
 

The first Sunday after Pentecost is known as Trinity Sunday as we pause to reflect on the Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit.  As we learned last Sunday, the Holy Spirit descended on the disciples as promised by Jesus. 

ñWhen the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place.  Suddenly a sound like the 
blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting.  
They say what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them.ò Acts 2. 
Jesus spoke of the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father would send in HIS name, to teach you 
all things and to remind you of everything I have told you.  (John 14.)   Jesus was well aware of his 
impending departure and his time on earth was coming to a close.  He was aware of His impending 
suffering, death, and resurrection, as well as his ascension to His Father in heaven.   As a result of 
Jesusôs action, our sins were washed away.  At the same time the covenant between God and the na-
tion of Israel was completed.  All obligations of the Old Testament were now paid in full.  Jesus did 
issue a new command, replacing the old covenant, saying we are to love one another as I have loved 
you.  Very simple statement.   We are now covered under a policy issued by JC Life Assurance Com-
pany.  It officially came about when Jesus completed what was asked of him by his Father.  This new 
company covers everyone.  Yes everyone.  It doesnôt matter where you live, whether if you are rich 
or poor, short or tall ð you are covered.  Period!     Furthermore, in the JC Life Assurance policy, 
there are no exclusions or hold backs, such as an age restriction.  And the premium costs to you are 
zero.  It has been fully paid for you in advance.    Now, compare this to a present day life insurance 
policy you would purchase from an insurance agency.  For example, if I was to purchase a life insur-
ance policy, and given my age, it would be very expensive and most likely the policy wouldnôt take 
effect for 2 years.  Or the payout would be prorated. Now back to the JC Life Assurance policy.  You  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 continued on page 7 

Mark ChrissðCouncil President 
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notice there is a Salvation by Grace Statement in bold letters.  The next 
statement, also in bold letters, is Jesusôs new command ð Love one another as I have loved you. 

 

This is followed by Points to Ponderð 
What does love require of me to do? Remember, Christian character counts: 
1.  Be Friendly. Smile and say hello 
2.  Be Brave.  Do what is right, even if no one else is doing it. 
3.  Be Respectful. Treat others the way you want to be treated 
4.  Be Polite. Say please, thank you and youôre welcome 
5.  Be Responsible. Make good choices, finish what you begin 
6.  Be Cooperative. Work as a team, play by the rules 
7.  Be Generous. Share your time and talents, lend a hand when needed 
8.  Be Kind. Show that you care, say nice things to others 
9.  Be Grateful. Appreciate what you have, thank those who have helped you 
10,  Be Positive. Think good thoughts, believe anything is possible 
11.  Be Humble. Donôt brag or boast, help others succeed 
12.  Be Honest. Always tell the truth, be the one others trust 

  (Taken from Carson Dellosa Education) 

Oh, I forgot to tell you, once you are issued a policy, you become JC Life Assurance representatives.  You 
are now eligible to enter the mission field, being fully assured that Jesus and the Holy Spirit will be with you 
always.  So use your Spiritual gifts and step out of your comfort zone. 

Go In Peace and Serve the Lord.  Amen.     Carl Foreman  
 

List of Benevolence for нлнн 
¢ƘŜ Year for Children and ǘƘŜ Disabled/DisadvantageŘ 

July/August нлнн         Childrenôs Therapy Center      https://www.ctchelpskids.org 
1321 College St Ste E, Woodland, CA 95695  ð Founded in 1993, The North-
ern California Childrenôs Therapy Center (CTC) is a nonprofit organization (501
(c)(3) ï Tax ID Number: FIN 68-0309705) with a volunteer Board of Directors 
and many volunteers, including parents. 
Our Mission:  No child should go through life with a disability that could be aided, 
or prevented, through early intervention. 
Our Services:  Childrenôs Therapy Centerôs intervention team consists of highly 
trained, experienced pediatric therapists and early childhood educators. CTC pro-
vides the following high-quality programs: 
Speech Therapy                           
Occupational Therapy 
Physical Therapy                          
Infant Development Program1 
Feeding Therapy 
Sensory Integration Therapy 
All of CTCôs services are available to all children in our community regardless 
of their familyôs ability to pay. CTC serves children all throughout Yolo and Sacra-
mento Counties, as well as many outlying coun-

Becky Pfeifle ð Community Life 

continued from page 6 

https://www.ctchelpskids.org
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        Adult Forum           is a growth opportunity  

 

ALCôs Adult Forum, which meets in the church fellowship hall every 
Sunday at 9 a.m., is an excellent growth opportunity.  The new book 
starts July 10th, "Irresistible: Reclaiming the New that Jesus Unleashed 
for the World". 

Members of the group take turns leading sessions.   

Join Sunday Adult Forum at 9:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall 
 

Join Sunday Worship Service at 10:30 a.m. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Jesus uses pictures and stories, parables, so His hearers 
can understand.  Jesus almost always added a twist to the 
parable, to startle or shock His audience.  The parables 
stick in peopleôs memories because He uses simple and fa-
miliar things, along with a surprising and controversial twist 
that draws a reaction. Note, Jesusô parables are usually 
multilayered, presenting the truth to hearers in stages, as 
the individual is ready to receive it.   

Matthew 13:18ï23 = Parable of the Sower (Mark 4:1ï
20; Luke 8:4ï15) Some seed fell along the road, some seed 
fell on rocky places without much soil, some seed fell 
among the thorns, and some seed fell on the good soil. Je-
susô parable/model of spiritual transformation and is record-
ed 3 times in the Gospels (Matthew 13, Mark 4, Luke 8).  In 
Mark 4:13, Jesus said to His disciples, ñIf you do not under-
stand this parable, how will you understand all the para-
bles?ò  In other words, this one parable holds the key to un-
derstanding all of Jesusô parables and perchance, all of His 
teachings.  The Lord Jesus had a singular purpose that is 
revealed in John 10:10, ñI came that they might have life, and have it abundantly.ò 
The seed on the road is without Christ.  The seed on the rocky soil teaches about the 
óhidden rockô within each one of us, the true condition of our heart. Our Adamic na-
ture acts to pull us into an adversarial relationship with God. The transformation oc-
curs when our heart of stone is exposed to ólightô and is changed into a heart of flesh. 
(Eph 5:13-14).  Luke 9:23 ñThen Jesus said to all of them, óIf anyone would come af-
ter Me, he must (a) deny himself and (b) take up his cross daily and follow Me.ôò  The 
soil with thorns are simply the outward symptoms of the hidden rock of the self-
centered life. Thorns represent the worries of the world, the deceitfulness of riches, 
the pleasures of this life. A struggle between the self-life and the Christ-life is within 
the individual.  As our transformation continues our spiritual growth is reflected in be-
ing good soil. The good soil in the heart that hears (Mark 4:20).  Three qualities of 
fruitful soil: perceptivity, receptivity, and tenacity.                 (continued on page 5) 

 
Rebecca Pratt ð Congregational Life 

Congregational Life  


