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We are
soaring on the
wings of
eagles
- HOPE -

American Lutheran Church

Your Membership at
American Lutheran Church
We have been updating our membership information
at the church to make sure we have accurate records to
indicate who is a voting member. We will be voting on
revising our constitution and new council members at
our annual meeting on
December 6, 2020.

In order to maintain your voting membership status, you need
to have communed in this congregation and have made a contribution of record to this congregation, during the current or
preceding calendar year. This information is recorded through
your signing the attendance records at services and by noting
your name on the envelope with your contribution.

You are important to us!
Please keep in touch...
https://alcwoodland.org/
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President Tom Stoffregen’s Newsletter Article

How wide and deep in the love of Christ

Allow me to start with a prayer from Paul in Ephesians 3 (JB Phillips translation)
16
I pray that out of the glorious richness of his resources he will enable you to
know the strength of the spirit’s inner reinforcement—that Christ may actually
live in your hearts by your faith. And I pray that you, firmly fixed in love yourselves, may be able to grasp (with all Christians) how wide and deep and long
and high is the love of Christ—and to know for yourselves that love so far beyond our comprehension. May you be filled though all your being with God himself!
20-21
Now to him who by his power within us is able to do far more than we ever
dare to ask or imagine—to him be glory in the Church through Jesus Christ for
ever and ever, amen!
As we close out 2020, we may not always see Our Lord’s great plan, but God’s
love & power extends far beyond our understanding. We need to tap into that
great power. With that prayer to guide us, here are some updates impacting us
and actions to be taken.
Return to
in-person
Worship &
Gatherings on
November
1st

ALC will begin offering in-person worship and other activities
beginning Sunday November 1st. In-person worship will
be a safe and welcoming experience for members, family,
friends, and anyone else who wishes to join us. All inperson gatherings will follow county and state guidelines.

Annual

ALC’s Annual meeting will be in-person and will be held on
Sunday, December 6th at 12 Noon.

Meeting

Besides the normal approval of next year’s budget and election of Congregational Council members, we have constitution and bylaw changes and updates from our Transition/
Call Committee Process.

December
6th

Fellowship events with food are still on hold for now. We will
continue to offer some online Zoom alternatives, for those
who still need to shelter-in-place.

Sunday Worship Service Time: Sundays, 10:30-11:30 AM
Join Zoom video Meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87497593909
Join by phone: 1-669-900-6833, enter meeting code: 874 9759 3909#
Or join in person STARTING Nov. 1, 2020.

Tom Stoffregen – President
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The ALC constitution, Bylaws, and Resolutions have not been
changed since 2014. In that time there have been numerous ELCA changes required that need to be adopted.

ALC
Constitution
Changes

ALC Facilities and
grounds

Political rhetoric, elections,
wildfires, &
Protests

It also requests a revision of council membership to focus on
the core ELCA requirements of a church council: Congregational life, Community Outreach, property & financial management, and ministry administration.
One half of the council positions will be focused on ministry –
not sitting in meetings. If asked, please prayerfully consider
accepting and serving.
A long overdue tree trimming was completed with several at
risk trees removed safely, protecting both ALC and our
neighbors.
Council will be seeking plans and congregational approval to
take the opportunity to convert the open space into an
event venue that can host weddings, baptisms, celebrations, and other events.
During this time of great political discord and rhetoric, ALC will
strive to follow the commandments to love the Lord our God
and love our neighbors as ourselves, regardless of race, political party, nationality, orientation, creed, or need.
We will offer welcoming open arms to all. And we will rejoice
when welcoming anyone includes a handshake or hug instead of a safe 6-foot distance. Join us in a focus on inclusion.
Tom Stoffregen – President
in-person

November 1– no class
November 8 – Mark 5:21-43
November 15 – Mark 6:1-29
November 22* - Mark 6:30-56
November 29* – Mark 7:1-30
December 6 – Mark 7:31-8:21
December 13 – Mark 8:22-9:1
December 20 – Mark 9:2-32
December 27* - Mark 9:33-10:12

Saturday Men's Breakfast Study
Time: Saturdays, 8:00-9:00 AM
Join Zoom video Meeting (OR in person):
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2939964117
Join by phone: 1-669-900-6833,
enter meeting code: 293 996 4117#

Pastor Vance’s anticipated absences are
designated with*
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PASTOR’S COLUMN FOR NOVEMBER-DECEMBER NEWSLETTER
Take a blank piece of paper. Draw on it an arrow going from the top to
the bottom of the page. There you have it in a nutshell: The basic
message of the Christian faith.
Ours is not a religion that demands that we reach up to God. Ours is a
religion that celebrates the fact that God, in his own Son Jesus Christ,
reaches down to us. At Christmas, we say that God took on human
flesh—the fancy word for this is “incarnation.” Sometimes we use another word to express this truth. The word is “Emmanuel,” which literally means “God with us.”
A number of years ago, there was a popular song that asked the question, “What if God were one of us, just a stranger on a bus trying to
find his way home?” The really good news of Christmas is, that God is
indeed one of us. God knows our joys and our sorrows, our hopes and
our frustrations. For this, we are thankful.
Though the basic Christian message can be illustrated in a downward
arrow, there is yet more to the Christian life. From the tip of the arrow
at the bottom of the page are many other arrows moving outward in all
directions. Those outward arrows represent our mission as individual
followers of Jesus and as a congregation of believers. That mission is
to tell others in words and in deeds that God is, truly, among us doing
all sorts of wonderful things.
As we decorate our Christmas trees this year, how about adding two
new ornaments: One, a downward arrow; and, the second, a bunch of
arrows reaching outward? If anyone asks you what the new ornaments mean, you can tell them: God is right here with us, and our task
is to embody his presence in all that we say and do.
Have a blessed Christmas,
everyone!
And a mission-filled New Year
as well!
The Lord be with you,
Interim Pastor
Mark Vance
Mark Vance, Interim Pastor
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WORSHIP IN NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER

Our worship services in November have a wide variety of themes—all of them designed
to celebrate the great love and power of God. Now that the public health authorities
are permitting limited gatherings of faith communities, American Lutheran Church’s
worship services will be held in the congregation’s sanctuary. Participants will need to
wear face masks and to maintain at least a six-foot “social distance” away from others.
November 1 is the great church festival of All Saints, when we remember and celebrate
the witnesses to the Christian faith that we have known in the past and are still surrounded with. The color of the day is white, which symbolizes both purity and gladness.
November 8 and 15 focus upon parables of the end of the world, as we hear of bridesmaids who were either wise or foolish in making preparations for their groom’s appearance and of servants who were either wise or foolish in how they invested the resources entrusted to them by their master. The color of both Sundays is green, which
is associated with growth.
November 22 is the Feast of Christ the King. It is the last Sunday of the church year
and celebrates God’s final triumph over all the forces of evil. The Gospel lesson for that
day is the great parable of how the sheep will be separated from the goats at the final
judgment. White paraments are used.
November 29, as the First Sunday in Advent, begins a whole new church year. The
Gospel focus for this year will be Mark, which the Adult Forum is studying in more detail
at 9 a.m. each Sunday. Blue, the color of hope, is used throughout Advent. The endurance of God’s word is contrasted with the eventual passing away of everything else
in creation on November 29.
December 6, 13, and 20 are the Second, Third, and Fourth Sundays in Advent. The
ministry of John the Baptist is highlighted December 6 and 13, and the angel’s visit to
Mary to announce that she would be to mother of the long-promised Messiah is the focus on December 20.
December 24, of course, is Christmas Eve. The birth of Jesus in Bethlehem will be celebrated with a service of Holy Communion on that day at 7:30 pm in-person. That
service will conclude with the great hymn “Silent Night,” as everyone holds a candle
and considers what the birth of Christmas personally for him or her. White, the color
of celebration, adorns the sanctuary.
December 27 is the First Sunday of Christmas, when the color will again be white.
The Gospel lesson will recount Jesus’ circumcision and presentation in the temple.

Welcome, Ed Gilbert and Amber Haynie!
American Lutheran Church will welcome two new members in November.
Ed Gilbert, a life-long Lutheran who has moved to Woodland recently, will be received
by affirmation of faith during our worship service on Sunday, November 1.
Amber Haynie, a recent college graduate who has been worshiping with us for the last
year or so, will be baptized during our worship service on Sunday, November 15.
Let’s have a warm welcome for both of them!
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Let us Worship
With Hearts full of
Thanksgiving & Praise!

Advent to Christmas—November 29 to December 27
Beginning November 1st we will resume worship in our sanctuary at American Lutheran Church. It
will be All Saints Sunday, a festival day. Join us for our first in person worship in 7 months!

Please note the

time change

and be prepared with your masks & social distancing.

Thank you for sending in your pledge card or bringing it with you on Nov. 1, but remember,
God wants your time as well as your talent. There is still space on the Worship Assistant
Sheet for your name (see page 13). We need many volunteers to help with the things that are
done during the worship service. They are: Covid-19 greeter, Sign-in greeter, Usher, Reader,
PowerPoint/Sound Board Operator, and Zoom Operator. On page 13, is a printout for the
month of November. Because we are not serving wine at this time, no communion assistant is
needed. But, I’d like to fill all slots in the list so we can move forward into 2021 and become a
monthly pattern of service. Please choose the spot you would like to serve, along with the Sunday of the
month that works for you and let me know.

Slow down, dear church. Slow down and breathe.

In this season when the cultural gravity pushes us down the hill to Christmas way too fast, it’s time to apply
the brakes and slow down. There is too much to hear, too much to see, too much to experience, too much to
take in to hurry through Advent. Let’s sit with Isaiah and his people who longingly waited for the coming of
the Promised One. Let’s stand with John the Baptist as he calls God’s people to prepare the way of the
Lord. Slowing down makes room for the Spirit to show us those things in our own hearts and in our own
congregations, that we might rather leave undisturbed and unacknowledged. Advent scriptures urge repentance, call for justice, and ask that we set our needs aside and look to the needs of others. This is not a
time for adding more ‘you should do this, this and this’ when there is already so much to do. No, this is a
time for us to slow down and allow ourselves to be invited into the life of God, who is about to change everything in the ‘gift of Christmas’. God is about to come, not as an angry judge but as a human among us.
This is good news upon which to linger and for which we patiently prepare. Allowing the time to pause here
in Advent will reap the rewards of patient, thoughtful, prayerful preparation for God’s coming among us.

We are called to worship each Sunday in Advent. Slow down and breathe.
Wait patiently as we build the nativity each week in anticipation of the coming of our Lord.

Christmas Eve Service December 24th at 7:30 p.m.
Lori Jarvey – Worship & Music
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Stewardship in the Time of Covid-19
Dear Faithful Parishioners of American Lutheran Church,
Our Stewardship theme “Living Generously Though Christ”. Giving is not just
about writing a check. Giving is a way of life for a Christian. Christ showed us
the way Christians should live.







In
In
In
In
In
In

John 13:34, Jesus tells us to love as he loves.
1 John 2:6, we are told to walk as Jesus walks.
Matthew 5:44, we are told to love our enemies.
John 21:17, we are told to feed his sheep.
2 Corinthians 9:7, we are told to give cheerfully.
Colossians 1:10, we are told to live a life worthy of the Lord.

We as Christians follow Christ’s words and actions. We love our neighbor. In doing so, we help them using our time and talent. We feed and clothe the poor.
We get help for people who are sick, or homeless, or have drug addiction problems. We mentor children that are not our own. We are the Good Samaritan. We
do all of this because we want to live a life worthy of the Lord.
Yes, we give cheerfully. You should have received a commitment card by either
mail or email and I pray you return it. We would like them back by Nov. 1st. And
since that will be our first Sunday back to in-person worship, you can bring it
with you.
So what does Giving in the time of Covid-19 look like? If you are in a high-risk
group, writing a check to the one of our local groups like the Food Closet is a
good idea. If you have a talent with computers, you can use that to glorify God
either in church or in the community. Can you donate some time to do a task
for the church or one of our community groups in a socially distanced way? Take
stock and do what you can.
Living Generously Through Christ is a way of life. Live it to its fullest!
Yours in Christ,
Jeff
Jeff Walton
Treasurer, American Lutheran Church
7

The Script

November / December 2020

Treasurer’s Report
Dear Faithful Parishioners of American Lutheran Church,
Since my last article, you have responded generously, giving to 75 for 75. We
have been able to make those payments the last few months. But I must report
that Covid-19 is beginning to take its toll on our Faith Promises. Over the first 5
months our Faith Promises averaged about $8300. Over the last 4 months they
averaged about $5900. This may be the traditional “Summer lull” in giving and
I certainly hope so, but the church cannot spend money on ministry that it does
not have. Please review your finances to see if you have missed a few of your
tithing opportunities.
Yours in Christ,
Jeff
Jeff Walton, Treasurer, American Lutheran Church

Prayer Chain warriors
There is an active prayer chain that is connected via cell phone numbers.
Do you want to be a prayer chain warrior?
Do you have a cell phone number?
Please contact: Lori Jarvey… at (530) 383-4679

Rwanda Church

Medical Closet News

HELP support our sister parish
in Africa. $15 a week is needed. Please help by signing up
to donate one-time weekly, or
monthly.

Pet Pantry
The coordinator, and our member, Polly Nelson, with
her team supplies food for over 150 pets
each month. They distribute the first Saturday of the month at 7:30 am. You may donate food in the narthex collection box.
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Prayer Chain

Call the church office 662-6338 with your prayer
request.
Please pray for:
Our Shut-Ins: Millie Mastel, Diana Ward, Vivian
Prince, Maxine Tiffany, Dr. Nelson
Music Director Lori Jarvey.
In the Military: All who serve
Our Companion Synods in El Salvador, Rwanda
and Taiwan
Our Partnered Parishes:
Iglesias De Dios, Pastor Maria Louisa Huerta &
Gustavo, Veronica
El Rio De Dios, Pastor Daniel Castro
Our Sister Parish in Nyagatare, Rwanda and
Pastor David
Bishop Mark & our synod staff. Bishop Eaton &
national staff
All People affected by: Hunger, poverty, illness,
shootings, loneliness, tornadoes, drought,
flooding, all the wildfires, fires and other
disasters; Our firefighters who have worked
sacrificially and unceasingly.
Those with cancer: Veronica Robbins, David
Twigg,
Those who are ill: Cindy Eckert’s Mom, John
Wayne Jr. & William Lewis, George & Yvonne
Larson, Stephen Miller, Maxine Tiffany, John
Byran, Carol Herzig, Jean Canary, and Pat
Wheeler.

11/02

Heath

Jim

11/06

Jarvey

Melissa

11/08

Hemmingway

Luke

11/08

Martin

Donna

11/08

Upton

Jessica

11/21

Moreland

Wyatt

11/25

Moreland

Brenda

12/02

Foreman

Patty

12/12

Cline

Dustin

12/13

Baker

Art

12/15

Fratallone

Stephen

12/18

Campos

Katharine

12/22

Heath

Patti

12/22

Thompson

Victoria

12/23

Campos

Gabriel

12/23

Campos

Nicholas

12/30

Upton

Nick

11/05 Dachtler, Julie & Tim
Moreland, Brenda &
11/17 Tom
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God notices those who give to Him with a pure heart!

Your church council voted to restart “in-person” Sunday services, beginning
Sunday, November 1st. Although COVID-19 infection prevention protocols have
prevented us from being together the last several months, our ALC “Woodland
Medical Closet (WMC)” ministry has not been much impacted by the contagion.
People, in Woodland and the surrounds, continue to need wheelchairs, seated
walkers, and other equipment for its aging community and for those healing
from surgeries and injuries. For the most part, I have been able to focus my appointments, to issue and accept returns, to just two days each week. We expect
to expand our mission even more, as we get closer to being a duly recognized
“501c3, Non-profit Organization.” The initial hurdles, our application for “Articles
of Incorporation” has been recognized at the Federal level, our “by-laws” meticulously written by our “Founding Officers,” Barbara Duggen and Lori Jarvey, and
then “read and approved” by the newly-minted WMC board members. Our next
steps, will be to submit our by-laws, along with a Statement of Information document, to the CA Secretary of State, then to the State Attorney Generals Office,
for government recognition and approval. It is expected that our first new project will be attempting a “Go-Fund Me” grant, which will enable us to expand
our space and inventory in order to meet our communities’ expanding needs.
In our last Script newsletter, I reported to you that, Yolo Healthy Aging
Alliance, in Davis, CA received $57.25 in July. In keeping with your Service
Committees “benevolence” goals, of choosing 6 local, non-profit organizations,
each to receive “1%” of our net revenues gleaned in a two-month cycle, we are
grateful to announce in August, they also received from us, $34.48. Yolo Hospice, our benevolence beneficiary for September and October, received their
designated 1%, for September, in the amount of $66.79. Not “princely”
amounts, any one, but surely “appreciated” by these local entities that benefit
us, our neighbors, and our township.
Submitted by: Donald Prince, ALC Evangelism Chair
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Men’s Group @(temporarily via Zoom, on
Saturdays’ 8:00-9:00 AM – Zoom Meeting #
293 996 4117
Leader: Tom Stoffregen
Men in Mission activities: The Men in Mission
group formed for Fellowship events focused
primarily on, and for, men. Service events to assist
individuals, groups, the community, and church
projects. Spiritual growth – what does being a man
and following Christ really mean for my daily life?
Bring your friends!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

Baby and Family :

Check in with Wyatt Moreland
about upcoming decisions. Everyone is welcome!
Bring your friends!
Bring the whole family!

Nursery :
***Canned Food Drive:
A canned food drive was held on
Sept 17, 18 and 19th at A.L.C.
The Service committee was in
charge. We collected 1,376
pounds of food during that time.
It was then delivered to the closet. We want
to thank all of you for your help and donations. It was very much appreciated and
needed by the closet.

Church Council is seeking a
Nursery Attendant dependent
upon when it is safe to resume
nursery time.

Thank You. Youth Ministry :
Carol Flemmer Events will need to be planned.
Please talk to Wyatt Moreland if
Women’s Bible Study: Naomi Circle
you are
Call Patricia Clark at 662-7237 for inforinterested in
mation on restart date.
working on
— All women are invited
this important
ministry.
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2020 ALC Council – Contact information list
Tom Stoffregen - President:
Contact number:
530-383-0845
stoffrt@sutterhealth.org
tstoffregen@sbcglobal.net

Tom Moreland – Vice President:
Contact number:
530-681-9310
tom@hcdrilling.com

Richard Jarvey –
Secretary
Contact number:
530-383-4678
jarv4us@pacbell.net

Jeff Walton –
Treasurer
Contact number:
530-312-9895
waltonjh@gmail.com

Lori Jarvey –
Worship & Music Chair:
Contact number:
530-383-4679
jarv4us@pacbell.net

Rebecca Pratt –
Education Chair:
Contact number:
530-723-3564
rpratt59@gmail.com

Carol Flemmer –
Service Committee Chair:
Contact number:
530-787-3461
flemmercc@hotmail.com

Don Prince –
Evangelism Committee Chair
Contact number:
916-801-9474
dbprince1@aol.com

Mark Chriss –
Fellowship Chair:
Contact number:
530-681-8797
or 530-662-5534
markchriss@ymail.com
Chuck Moreland –
Property Chair:
Contact number:
530-681-6135
cfmoreland99@gmail.com

Wyatt Moreland –
Youth & Family Chair:
Contact number:
530-848-2203
wyatt.moreland@yahoo.com

open Stewardship Chair
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American Lutheran Church Worship Assistants November

Communion
Assistant

First
Sunday
Second
Sunday

Julie
Dachtler

Third
Sunday

Lessons
& Prayer
Reader

Usher

Sign In
Greeter

Covid-19
Greeter

Patti
Foreman

Kathleen
Walton

Jeff
Walton

Lori
Jarvey

Pat
Stoffregen

Tom
Stoffregen

Lori
Jarvey

Julie
Dachtler

Lori
Jarvey

Barb
Duggen

Tom
Stoffregen

Mark
Chriss

Tom
Stoffregen

Darla
Montgomery

Fourth
Sunday
Fifth
Sunday

Mark
Chriss

Zoom
Host

Rebecca
Pfeifle

Chuck Moreland

Darla
Montgomery

Mark
Chriss

Third Sunday Luncheons
Suspended… until

Power
Point
&
Sound

Communion
Set Up

Coffee Fellowship

Further notice
Suspended… until
Further notice

Mark Chriss, Fellowship Chair,
will update, once we know more.
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Sun

1

Mon

2

Tue

3

Pledge Cards
DUE
6-9 pm
Archery - Jim
Heath (church
basement)

10:30 am Worship
5-9 pm El Rio de Dios
(S)

8
Annual Reports due
from Council Members
9 am Forum - In Person
10:30 am Worship 5-9
pm El Rio de Dios (S)

15
9 am Forum - In Person
10:30 am Worship

9
7-8 pm ALC
Executive
Council meeting
via Zoom

4

17

7-9:30 pm ALC
Council meeting via Zoom

6-9 pm
Archery - Jim
Heath (church
basement)

23

24

7-8:30 ALC
Foundation
Meeting via
Zoom

11

19

13

26

14

8:00 am Men’s Bible
Study via Zoom or in
person

20

6-9 pm El Rio de
Dios (S & FH)

25

7

8:00 am Men’s Bible
Study via Zoom or in
person

6:30-8 pm
Transition Team
Meeting (PH)

18

Sat

7:30 am Pet Food
Pantry (ALC parking
lot)

6-9 pm El Rio de
Dios (S & FH)

6-9 pm
Archery - Jim
Heath (church
basement)

5-9 pm El Rio de Dios
(S)

6

6-9 pm El Rio de
Dios (S & FH)

6-9 pm El Rio de
Dios (S & FH)

10:30 am Worship

Fri

10 am Drive In
Communion

12

9 am Forum - In Person

29

Thu

5

6-9 pm
Archery - Jim
Heath (church
basement)

16

5-9 pm El Rio de Dios
(S)

22

10

Wed

21
8:00 am Men’s Bible
Study via Zoom or in
person

27

28
8:00 am Men’s Bible
Study via Zoom or in
person
7-9 pm AA Birthday
(FH)

30

9 am Forum - In Person
10:30 am Worship
5-9 pm El Rio de Dios
(S)
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Mon

Tue

1

Wed

2

3

6-9 pm
Archery - Jim
Heath (church
basement)

6

7

9 am Forum - In Person

8

12-1:30 pm ALC Annual Meeting

Fri

4

Sat

5
7:30 am Pet Food
Pantry (ALC parking
lot)

6-9 pm El Rio de
Dios (S & FH)

8:00 am Men’s Bible
Study via Zoom or in
person

9

10

6-9 pm
Archery - Jim
Heath (church
basement)

10:30 am Worship

Thu

11

12
8:00 am Men’s Bible
Study via Zoom or in
person

6-9 pm El Rio de
Dios (S & FH)
6:30-8 pm
Transition Team
Meeting (PH)

5-9 pm El Rio de Dios
(S)

13
9 am Forum - In Person
10:30 am Worship

14

15

7 pm Executive
Council meeting

6-9 pm
Archery - Jim
Heath (church
basement)

Newsletter Articles
due
9 am Forum - In Person
10:30 am Worship

17

9 am Forum - In Person
10:30 am Worship
5-9 pm El Rio de Dios
(S)

19
8:00 am Men’s Bible
Study via Zoom or in
person

6-9 pm El Rio de
Dios (S & FH)

21

7 pm Council
meeting via
Zoom

22

23

24

6-9 pm
Archery - Jim
Heath (church
basement)

6-9 pm El Rio
de Dios (S &
FH)

7:30 pm ALC
Christmas Eve
Service (S)

29

30

31

5-9 pm El Rio de Dios
(S)

27

18

7-8 pm
Woodland
Medical Closet
Meeting (PH)

5-9 pm El Rio de Dios
(S)

20

16

28

6-9 pm
Archery - Jim
Heath (church
basement)

6-9 pm El Rio de
Dios (S & FH)

15

25

26
8:00 am Men’s Bible
Study via Zoom or in
person

American Lutheran Church

1114 College Street, Woodland CA 95695
530-662-6338

American Lutheran Church
Your church

We are Called—Gathered—
Equipped—and Sent
To share God’s love
To reflect Christ’s compassion
To serve our community
In all we say and do

— Soaring on
eagles wings
with HOPE

Isaiah 40:31

Sunday Worship
Adult Forum

Our Mission Statement

10:30 am
9:00 am

Office Staff Hours:
9 am to 1 pm: Mon-Fri
Telephone: 530-662-6338

Our Script printing costs are $10. per
person per year. Our mailing costs are
$3.60 per person per year. If you would
like to help with a donation , it would
very much appreciated.

