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President Tom Stoffregen’s Newsletter Article

Together again, but safely distant
“I’m Back,” Jack Nicholson said it in, The Shining.
“I’ll be back,” Arnold Schwarzenegger said this in, Terminator.
And Buzz Aldrin said, “Whenever I gaze up at the moon, I feel like I'm on a
time machine. I am back to that precious pinpoint of time, standing on the foreboding - yet beautiful - Sea of Tranquility. I could see our shining blue planet
Earth poised in the darkness of space.”
After several meetings and a shared cleaning party with ALC, RDD, & IDD (our
Hispanic Ministries partners), your Church Council is proud to announce inperson worship Services are back. Yes, “We are back!!!”
On Sunday, July 12th, American Lutheran Church will re-start our in-person
worship services. Unlike the scary scenes from the Shining and Terminator, we
are making sure it will be a safe experience, giving you light, from the darkness
experienced in the last four months. While it will be a return to a Lutheran worship, it will not be the same. We cherish the time we get to hug, share the
peace, sing loudly, and break bread together.
When we come together, you will be asked to:
1.) Give your best wave instead of a hug
2.) Smile with your eyes while your mouth is masked
3.) Hum joyfully with the hymns of the day
4.) Accept a communion wafer while remembering Christ’s sharing His body
and blood
5.) Fellowship with phone calls, cards, emails, and prayers.
We will also be following local government and ELCA guidelines to hold inperson gatherings. We will be disinfecting all of our high touch areas prior to
each service. We will check the temperature and any Covid-19 symptoms prior
to entering the sanctuary of all congregants and visitors. Many worship touch
points are being modified to maintain social distancing (offering, communion,
no bulletins or hand-outs). We will provide hand sanitizers and will require everyone to wear a face mask.
( Continued on page 3)
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(President Tom Stoffregen’s article continued from page 2)

Adult Forum will re-start as an in-person class on July 19th. We will continue
Zoom Worship and Adult forum meetings every Sunday up to July 12 th. We will
also explore offering a Zoom version of the Worship service once we start our
return to in-person services.
That is a lot of information looking forward. However, we have been able to
worship every Sunday since Easter, thanks to a huge, very huge, effort undertaken by Lori Jarvey. Give her a gigantic thank you (from a distance) when
you see her.
Below is the connection information for Sunday Worship, Adult Forum, and the
Men’s Study. If you have a meeting you would like to host on Zoom, simply
contact me, Tom Stoffregen, and I can set it up.
Sunday Worship Service
Time: Sundays, 10:30-11:30 AM
Join Zoom video Meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87497593909
Join by phone: 1-669-900-6833, enter meeting code: 874 9759 3909#
Sunday Adult Forum - "Nooma Videos" by Rob Bell
Time: Sundays, 9:00-10:00 AM
Join Zoom video Meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83691649973
Join by phone: 1-669-900-6833, enter meeting code: 836 9164 9973#
Saturday Men's Breakfast Study
Time: Saturdays, 8:00-9:00 AM
Join Zoom video Meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2939964117
Join by phone: 1-669-900-6833, enter meeting code: 293 996 4117#

Updates with “Our Path Forward”...
Our Interim Pastor Mark Vance, started in mid May; he has already reached
out to almost every member.
Expect a phone call, if you have not yet received one.
The Transition team will have held its first formal meeting on June 25th.
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Worship in July and August
The months of July and August are always part of the Pentecost Season, which
stretches all the way from Pentecost Sunday (in May or June—50 days after
Easter) to the Feast of Christ the King (in November—5 Sundays before Christmas). The Pentecost Season is often called “the time of the church” because it
celebrates the life and mission of the church after the Holy Spirit emboldened
and empowered the first disciples to share publicly the good news of Jesus’
death and resurrection.
The paraments (those colored cloths on the pulpit and altar) are always green
during the Pentecost Season to emphasize growth—both the inward spiritual
growth of individual followers of Jesus and the outward numerical growth of the
collective church as it spread the gospel message “from Jerusalem, to Judea, to
Samaria, and to the uttermost parts of the earth”. The focus of this year’s gospel readings during the Pentecost Season is the Gospel according to Matthew.

Here is a quick weekly overview of the gospel readings:
On July 5, we read Jesus’ description of true discipleship in Matthew 11:16
-19 and 25-30.
On July 12, we hear the parable of the sower and Jesus’ explanation of
that parable in Matthew 13:1-9 and 18-23.
On July 19, our focus is upon the parable of the wheat and the weeds in
Matthew 13:24-30 and 36-43.
On July 26, we turn to such short parables as the mustard seed and the
buried treasure and the pearl of great price in Matthew 13:31-33 and 44-52.
On August 2, we are awed by Jesus’ feeding of the multitude in Matthew
14:13-21.
On August 9, Jesus stills the storm in Matthew 14:22-33.
On August 16, we read how Jesus helped the Canaanite woman and her
daughter in Matthew 15:21-28.
On August 23, we hear Peter’s confession at Caesarea Philippi in Matthew
16:13-20.
On August 30, Jesus explains the nature of discipleship in Matthew 16:2128.
Regardless of whether it is from home via Zoom, or in the church sanctuary
in person, be sure to keep on worshiping and growing during these hot summer
Sundays!
Pastor Vance
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The Mountains - or - the Ruts?
I spent the years from 1972 to 1976 in the US Air Force; and most of that time
I was stationed at Eielson AFB, just 25 miles from Fairbanks, Alaska. People arriving and departing from Eielson had two basic options. They could either fly
into, or out of, the airport in Fairbanks; or they could drive into, or out of, Alaska using the AlCan Highway—a 1,000-mile-plus road that was partly unpaved.
One day, I happened to be in my unit’s office when a new arrival reported to
Eielson. Upon learning that this new arrival and his family had driven via the
AlCan, the First Sergeant asked, “Which did you see — the mountains on the
horizon, or the ruts in the road?” I don’t remember exactly how this new arrival responded to the First Sergeant’s question; but, at many points over the
years since then, I have asked myself, “Which am I seeing here—the mountains
on the horizon, or the ruts in the road?”
So far, the year 2020 has been a pretty “rutty” one. There has been a global
health crisis such as the world has not experienced in over 100 years. There
has been unemployment to rival that of the Great Depression. There have been
racial tensions as great as those of the 1960s. And our country is divided politically more than has been the case at any time since the Civil War. To top it all
off, ALC lost its pastor and has had to move all of its activities on-line for several months.
“Where are the mountains?” many of us ask. “Has God forgotten or forsaken
us?” many of us wonder. Yet, here and there we have seen signs of God’s presence and healing. Doctors and nurses and other “essential workers” have done
heroic things to help people and to meet their (and our) needs. The rates of infection with the coronavirus seem to have lessened. The economy is improving,
folks are getting back to work, and people of all races are working together to
bring about a more just society. The forces of division are being challenged
more openly. And, here at ALC, we are beginning the process of affirming and
reaffirming our congregational identity and mission, while moving into a new
chapter of our work together.
Which are you seeing these days—
the mountains on the horizon,
or the ruts in the road?

Without denying the presence and the hardships of those ruts,
let’s all lift up our eyes to the hills (and the mountains), from
whence our help comes!
The Lord be with you,
Pastor Mark Vance
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Your Generosity is Appreciated
Even though, we, as a congregation, have been unable to meet during this “unprecedented” time, when our church services have been
suspended due to contagion fears, our church congregation has continued to meet their pledged, and non-pledged, offerings to the ALC
church.
Besides using the offerings to meet our basic expenses, we have continued the “giving of 1 percent” of our total, monthly revenues to local entities that benefit us, the church congregation, our neighbors
and the township.
Specifically, a total of $178.64 was gifted to Fourth and Hope, during
March and April, and another $69.40 was gifted to Meals on Wheels
in the month of May. June’s gift amount, to the same entity, has yet
to be determined.
So, even through these perilous times, our church continues and
“serves our Lord, by serving others.”
P.S. To lessen possible anxieties that may have been invoked by my
usage in this article of “unprecedented time,” “contagion fears,”
and/or “perilous times,” I offer you my most favorite, calming
scripture from Isaiah 41:10 - “So do not fear, for I am with you; do
not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help
you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.”
Submitted by: Donald Prince, Evangelism Chair Addendum
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July

and

August

BENEVOLENCE RECIPIENTS

Rwanda Church

Medical Closet News

HELP support our sister parish in
Africa. $15 a week is needed.
Please help by signing up to donate one-time, weekly, or
monthly.

Prayer Chain warriors
There is an active prayer
chain that is connected via
cell phone numbers.
Do you want to be a prayer chain warrior?
Do you have a cell phone number?

If you would like to help do
a large clean up again, let
service committee know,
they need your help! If you
would like to help Labeling,
Cleaning, inventory of new
donations let the committee know.

Please contact: Lori Jarvey
… at (530) 383-4679

Pet Pantry
The coordinator, and our member, Polly
Nelson, with her team supplies food for
over 150 pets each month. They distribute the first
Sat of month at 7:30 am. You may donate
food in the narthex collection box.
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Prayer Chain
Call the church office 662-6338 with your prayer request.
Please pray for:
Our Shut-Ins: Millie Mastel, Diana Ward, Vivian
Prince, Maxine Tiffany, Dr. Nelson
Music Director Lori Jarvey.
In the Military: All who serve
Our Companion Synods in El Salvador, Rwanda
and Taiwan
Our Partnered Parishes:
Iglesias De Dios, Pastor Maria Louisa Huerta &
Gustavo Veronica
El Rio De Dios, Pastor Daniel Castro
Our Sister Parish in Nyagatare, Rwanda and Pastor
David
Bishop Mark & our synod staff. Bishop Eaton &
national staff
All People affected by: Hunger, poverty, illness,
shootings, loneliness, tornadoes, drought, flooding,
fire and other disasters, Especially the recent Sand
Fire ; Our firefighters who have worked sacrificially
this season of disaster.

Birthdays
7/01… Allie Stoffregen
7/03… Katherine Bowen
7/05… Lanel Thompson
7/06… Carol Flemmer
7/08… Lori Jarvey
7/29… Jeffrey Walton
7/31… Jean Canary
7/31… Karl VanBronkhorst

8/01…
8/01…
8/01…
8/07…
8/10…
8/10…
8/11…
8/14…
8/19…
8/26…
8/27…

John Bryan
Glen Erickson
Kim Lipan
Albite Lewis
Tom Moreland
Russell Pfeifle
Julie Phelps
Rebecca Pratt
Corey McKay
Stephanie Mata
Ida Probst

Anniversaries
Those with cancer: Veronica Robbins, David
7/06… Tom &
Twigg,
Pat Stoffregen
Those who are ill: Cindy Eckert’s Mom, John and
Marlene Benedict, Wayne Jr. & William Lewis, George 7/20… Darla &
Gene Montgomery
& Yvonne Larson, Stephen Miller, Maxine Tiffany,
Carl Flemmer, John Byran, Carol Herzig, Kathleen
8/2… Glen Erickson &
Walton, Jean Canary, and Pat Wheeler.
Jean Canary
8/16… Damian &
Those who are mourning: The family of Peggy
Katharine Campos
Eckert (Matt’s aunt). The family of Carlos Baca. Bill
Mattice and family (Bill’s dad passed away). The
8/24… Don Prince &
family of Elaine Albertson.
Barbara Duggen
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Greetings from American Lutheran Church, Woodland, CA.
Although our church hasn’t been meeting in the last 3.5 months, I still wish to
inform you of various needs of entities selected by our Sierra Pacific Synod office. If you are able, please consider a special donation to the agencies listed
below, selected as recipients of July and August offerings.

“Second Mile Giving” Opportunities

San Francisco Night Ministry

During the month of July our Second Mile offerings will be donated to the
San Francisco Night Ministry.
San Francisco Night Ministry, is often referred to as the Church’s “Night
Shift.” We are engaged in over 30,000 significant conversations, and
serve over 10,500 meals each year, becoming an important bridge and
steady support for many people as they face the darkness of the night,
but not alone. We provide compassionate, non-judgmental pastoral care,
care of the soul, counseling, referrals, and crisis intervention to anyone in
any kind of distress, every night of the year between the hours of 10:00
p.m. and 4:00 a.m.
Please keep the Night Ministry in your prayers this month and consider an
additional offering toward their ministries. The Sierra Pacific Synod is
blessed to accompany this organization in mutual ministry as we proclaim
God’s creative, redeeming and sanctifying love in our synod.
Compiled by: Donald Prince, Evangelism Chai r
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Lutheran Engagement Advocacy in Nevada
During the month of August our Second Mile offerings will be donated
to LEAN.
Representing member congregations of the Grand Canyon and Sierra Pacific
Synods of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, LEAN advocates for
the common good and promotes public policies that reflect the Christian values of peacemaking, hospitality to strangers, care for creation, and concern
for people living in poverty and struggling with hunger and disease.
Please keep LEAN in your prayers this month and consider an additional offering toward their ministries. The Sierra Pacific Synod is blessed to accompany this organization in mutual ministry as we proclaim God’s creative, redeeming and sanctifying love in our synod.
Please keep these groups in your prayers during July and August,
and consider a special offering toward their ministries (see special
envelopes in pew box, marked “2nd Mile Giving,” or, while church services are suspended, you can slip your check for either into your regular offering envelope, with the check marked for the agency of your
choice.
Thank you for your generous heart!
Compiled by: Donald Prince, Evangelism Chai r
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Men’s Group @
(temporarily via Zoom,
on Saturdays’ 8:00-9:00
AM – Zoom Meeting #
293 996 4117
Leader: Tom Stoffregen
Men in Mission activities: The
Men in Mission group formed for
Fellowship events focused
primarily on, and for, men.
Service events to assist
individuals, groups, the
community, and church projects.
Spiritual growth – what does
being a man and following Christ
really mean for my daily life?
Bring your friends!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
For our Saturday breakfast
bunch, the current study for
Spring/Summer 2020 is When I
Relax, I feel Guilty, by Tim
Hansel. Learn how to move from
“Enough is not enough”, to...

“Enough is more than enough.”

JULY/August 2020
New Bible Study coming …
Vince Lipan
“Does it seem like something’s missing in
your life? What you have lost can be found
through encounters with God!”

“Bible Study and Fishing Club” I will be
inviting young people and
their parents to do a simple Bible study and learn
the basics of fishing. Afterschool and weekend
times are being considered. This will be an outreach program under
the Youth and Family Team that hopes to bring
another opportunity for young people and families to experience American Lutheran Church
and her ministries. Watch for
details to come as the program
becomes more planned with other leaders and volunteers.
Watch for details...

Women’s Bible Study: Naomi Circle
Call Patricia Clark at 662-7237 for information on restart date.
— All women are invited

Adult Forum
5th of July will include video via Zoom
12th—no Adult Forum due to 1st day returning to church for service.
19th—Pastor Vance will lead in a getting acquainted activity... Why we are Lutheran and, Why we are Christians
July 26th—no Pastor Vance/TBD
August—bible study on book of Paul's letter to the church of Galatians; 6
chapters (2 chapters a week)
August 23rd—no Pastor Vance/TBD
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A Note From The Treasurer
Dear Faithful Parishioners of American Lutheran Church,
Thank You! for keeping up with your pledges.
There is a little extra effort needed to mail it in,
and that you continue to do so demonstrates
your faith and commitment. We are somewhat
ahead at this point, but our expenses are going
up now and we will need that cushion for the
coming months.
for

Baby and Family : First
Wednesday evening of every
month at 6 PM or date TBD.
RSVP with Wyatt Moreland
Everyone is welcome!
Bring your friends! Bring
the whole family!

is a different matter.

With gentleness I remind you that we,
as a church, voted to fund these loans
outside of our Ministry Spending Plan.
The loan is held by the ALC Foundation and the
interest we pay is what the Foundation uses to
fund the grants that they make. Paying back
that loan depends on the congregation giving
beyond their tithes, and giving specifically to “75
for 75”. This giving is the Delight part of “Duty
and Delight” that we talk about at stewardship
time. The monthly payment is about $570 and
donations to it have averaged $388 over the
last 8 months. This is unsustainable and our
cushion is gone. So I ask you to Delight in giving to “75 for 75” because it not only fulfills our
obligations, but also helps perform ministry.
Yours in Christ,
Jeff Walton,
Treasurer, American Lutheran Church
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Nursery :
Church Council is seeking a
Nursery Attendant dependent
upon when it is safe to resume nursery time.

Youth Ministry :
Events will need to be
planned. Please talk to Wyatt
Moreland if you are interested
in working on this important
ministry.
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Today’s World
Living in a bubble
And moving right along,
Staying out of trouble
And singing our song.
Life’s an illusion
While reeling in a dime,
Strife means collusion
With all that should not rhyme.
I’m peeping and a’weeping
While whistling my tune,
The dregs of life a’sweeping
Our beauty into ruin!
So some live a life
That’s far above it all,
The rest live in strife
All trying to recall;
What is now reality
What is God’s one true call,
Is it punctuality
Or is it loving all?

Jennifer Sperling and Rebecca Pratt
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2020 ALC Council – Contact information list
Tom Stoffregen - President:
Contact number:
530-383-0845
stoffrt@sutterhealth.org
tstoffregen@sbcglobal.net

Tom Moreland – Vice President:
Contact number:
530-681-9310
tom@hcdrilling.com

Richard Jarvey –
Secretary
Contact number:
530-383-4678
jarv4us@pacbell.net

Jeff Walton –
Treasurer
Contact number:
530-312-9895
waltonjh@gmail.com

Lori Jarvey –
Worship & Music Chair:
Contact number:
530-383-4679
jarv4us@pacbell.net

Rebecca Pratt –
Education Chair:
Contact number:
530-723-3564
rpratt59@gmail.com

Carol Flemmer –
Service Committee Chair:
Contact number:
530-787-3461
flemmercc@hotmail.com

Don Prince –
Evangelism Committee Chair
Contact number:
916-801-9474
dbprince1@aol.com

Mark Chriss –
Fellowship Chair:
Contact number:
530-681-8797
or 530-662-5534
markchriss@ymail.com

Wyatt Moreland –
Youth & Family Chair:
Contact number:
530-848-2203
wyatt.moreland@yahoo.com

Chuck Moreland –
Property Chair:
Contact number:
530-681-6135
cfmoreland@aol.com

open Stewardship Chair
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Communion
Assistant

Communion
Set-up

Reader

Usher

Greeter

First
Sunday

Second
Sunday

Third
Sunday

Fourth
Sunday

Fifth
Sunday

Third Sunday Luncheons

Coffee Fellowship

Mark Chriss, fellowship chair, will be letting Suspended… until
you know the details on who is sponsoring
Further notice
the event and how we can all be involved.
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

1

Thu

2

Fri
3

Sat
4
7:30 Pet Food
Pantry (parking
lot)
8:00 am Men’s
Bible Study via
Zoom

5 Epiphany

6

7

8

9

9 am Forum via
Zoom
10:30 am Worship
via Zoom
1:45-4:15 pm Iglesias de Dios (S)
5-9 pm El Rio de
Dios (S)

12 Epiphany

9 am Forum (FH)
10:30am Worship
(S)
3rd Sunday Lunch
1 pm Youth Group
1:45 pm IDD (S &
FH)
5-9 pm RDD (S &
FH)

8:00 am Men’s
Bible Study via
Zoom

13

14

15

16
1 pm Naomi
Circle (PH)
6-9 pm Archery
(B)

17
6 pm Iglesias de
Dio (FH)

6:30 pm El Rio
de Dios (S & FH)

20

21

6:30 pm Scouts
(FH)
7 pm Council
meeting (PH)

6 pm Scout
Council mtg.
(PH)

22

23

24

6-9 pm Archery
(B)

6 pm Iglesias de
Dio (FH)

6:30-9:30 pm El
Rio de Dios (S &
FH)

6-9 pm Archery
(B)

6-8 pm Crew

26 Epiphany
9 am Forum (FH)
10:30 am Worship
(S)
12 pm Financial
team
1:45 pm IDD (S &
FH)
5-9 pm RDD (S &
FH)

11
7:00 am RDD
Prayer time

6:30 El Rio de
Dios (S & FH)

- no Forum10:30am Worship
In-Person
12-1 pm Executive
Council meeting
1:45-4:15 pm Iglesias de Dios (S)
5-9 pm El Rio de
Dios (S)

19 Epiphany

10

27

28

6:30 pm Scouts
(FH)

6-9 pm Archery
(B)

29

30

31

6-9 pm Archery
(B)

6 pm Iglesias de
Dio (FH)

6:30-9:30 pm El
Rio de Dios (S &
FH)

18

18
5-7 am IDD
prayer time (S)
7-8 am RDD
prayer time (S)
8:00 am Men’s
Bible Study via
Zoom

25
5-7 am IDD
prayer time (S)
7-8 am RDD
prayer time (S)
8:00 am Men’s
Bible Study via
Zoom
5:30 pm AA
Birthday (FH)
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Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
5-7 am IDD (S)
7-8 am RDD (S)
8:00 am Men’s
Bible Study via
Zoom
7:30 am Pet Food
Pantry (parking
lot)

2 Epiphany
9 am Forum (Lydia)
10:30 am Worship
(S)
1:45 pm IDD (S)
5-9 pm RDD (S)
6-8 pm Crew

3

4

6:30 pm Scouts
(FH)

6-9 pm Archery
(B)

9 Epiphany

10

11

9 am Forum (Lydia)
10:30 am Worship (S)
12 pm Executive
Council meeting
1:45 pm IDD (S & FH)
5-9 pm RDD (S & FH)

6:30 pm Scouts
(FH)

10:30 am Service / Evangelism (PH)

16 Epiphany

17

18

9 am Forum (Lydia)
10:30 am Worship (S)

6:30 pm Scouts
(FH)

6 pm Scout
Council (PH)

7pm Council
Meeting (PH)

6-9 pm Archery
(B)

3rd Sunday Lunch

1 pm Youth Group
1:45 pm IDD (S & FH)
5-9 pm RDD (S & FH)
6-8 pm Crew

5

6

12

24

25

9 am Forum (Lydia)
10:30 am Worship (S)
12 pm Financial team
1:45 pm IDD (S & FH)
5-9 pm RDD (S & FH)

6:30 pm Scouts
(FH)

6-9 pm Archery
(B)

30 Epiphany

31

9 am Forum (Lydia)
10:30 am Worship
(S)

6:30 pm Scouts
(FH)

6 pm IDD (FH)

19

15

6-9 pm Archery
(B)

6 pm IDD (FH)

5-7 am IDD (S)
7-8 am RDD (S)

Newsletter
Articles due

8:00 am Men’s
Bible Study via
Zoom

21
6 pm IDD (FH)

1 pm Naomi
Circle (PH)
6-9 pm Archery
(B)
6:30 pm RDD (S
& FH)

1:45 pm IDD (S & FH)
5-9 pm RDD (S & FH)

19

5-7 am IDD (S)
7-8 am RDD (S)
8:00 am Men’s
Bible Study via
Zoom

14

20

26

8

13

6:30 pm RDD (S
& FH)

6-9 pm Archery
(B)

23 Epiphany

7

11 am Worship
& Music (PH)
6-9 pm Archery
(B)
6:30 pm RDD (S
& FH)

22
5-7am IDD (S)
7-8 am RDD (S)
8:00 am Men’s
Bible Study via
Zoom
5:30-8:30 pm AA
Birthday (FH)

27

28

29

6-9 pm Archery
(B)
6:30 pm RDD (S
& FH)

6 pm IDD (FH)

5-7 am IDD (S)
7-8 am RDD (S)
8:00 am Men’s
Bible Study via
Zoom

American Lutheran Church

1114 College Street, Woodland CA 95695
530-662-6338

American Lutheran Church
Your church

We are Called—Gathered—
Equipped—and Sent
To share God’s love
To reflect Christ’s compassion
To serve our community
In all we say and do

— Soaring on
eagles wings with
HOPE

Isaiah 40:31

Sunday Worship
Adult Forum

Our Mission Statement

10:30 am
9:00 am

Office Staff Hours:
9 am to 1 pm: Mon-Fri
Telephone: 530-662-6338

Our Script printing costs are $10. per
person per year. Our mailing costs are
$3.60 per person per year. If you would
like to help with a donation , it would
very much appreciated.

